
TECHNICAL 
NEWS March 2020

Buy 10 bags of Lakeland Agri 
Munchy Calf Muesli OR Calf Starter 

Pellets and get the value of 1 bag FREE 

Offer applies to full pallet purchases until 31st March 2020. Contact your local sales 
representative or our Customer Services Centre: 1890 47 47 20 (ROI) or 028 30262311 (NI)

SPECIAL 
OFFER

Managing the 
freshly calved 
cow this season
Alan Hurst, Technical and 
Product Manager, Lakeland Agri 

With calving well under way on the 
majority of spring calving farms, our focus 
now turns to feeding the freshly calved 
cow. At this stage, it is important that we 
maximise dry matter and energy intakes 
as well as minimise stress levels to avoid 
excessive depletion of body condition 
reserves and problems with fertility later 
on in the lactation.     

On grass-based systems, we also need to be 
mindful of the targets set out in the spring 
rotation planner to ensure we don’t run out 
of grass later in the season. Due to higher 
than normal levels of rainfall over the last 
number of weeks, ground conditions have 
been very challenging, with most farms 
behind on grazed target areas at this point 
in the calendar year. While it’s important 
to take every opportunity to get cows out 
to grass when grazing conditions allow, it’s 
also important to try and meet the energy 
requirements of the animal in the absence 
of high-quality grass going into the diet. 

Feeding regime used in the 
post-calving transition phase: 

Dry cow management will have a significant 
effect on dry matter intakes both pre and 
post-calving and also has a very significant 
effect on the animal’s ability to adapt to 
the change in diet that will be required to 
meet its energy requirements post-calving. 
Ideally, the plane of nutrition needs to 
be modified in the last 21 days of the dry 

period to allow the rumen microflora adapt 
to a concentrate component of the diet 
that will play an important role in meeting 
energy requirements post-calving. 

When it comes to grass dry matter intakes 
post-calving, it’s important to remember that 
grazing conditions, together with grass quality 
and dry matter levels, will determine how 
much grass you can physically get into the cow.

Given the current difficult grazing 
conditions, we recommend the following 
approach to feeding the freshly calved cow:

• Aim to get grazed grass into the diet, even 
if just for a couple of hours, as soon as 
grazing conditions allow. On /off grazing 
even when conditions are not ideal will 
help with the targets outlined in the 
spring rotation planner.

• Strip graze and back fence in an effort  
to avoid excessive poaching when 
conditions are sub optimal.

• Silage at night or buffer feeding with good 
quality grass silage during the first 21 
days post-calving will not only help with 
rumen fill, it will also help the rumen 

microflora adapt to the significant  
change in diet that is taking place.

• Ensure there is sufficient feed space  
when cows are indoors due to poor 
grazing conditions.

• The type and level of concentrate required 
will depend on; the plane of nutrition 
used in the last 21 days pre calving, the 
level of milk output being achieved, and 
the quality and dry matter of the forage 
component(s) being used in the diet. 

• Choose a high energy low protein ration, 
formulated to supply magnesium and 
minerals at the feeding level required to 
match the energy requirements of early 
lactation.

• Concentrate feed levels should be 
gradually increased over the first   
14 - 21 days to avoid digestive upsets.

For more advice on good transition 
management and meeting the energy 
requirements of the early lactation cow, 
please contact your Lakeland Agri Sales 
Representative or our Customer Services 
Centre on 1890 47 47 20 (ROI) or   
028 30262311 (NI).



MILK REPLACER 
DEFERRED 
PAYMENT SCHEME

Full pallet purchases of 
Lakeland Agri CalfSmart 
and SkimSmart Milk Replacer 
Ranges in January/February/March 
are charged to a “03 sub account” 
and milk deducted in three equal 
payments in the months of May/June/July. 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT

Milk Replacer 
Purchases 1/3 1/3 1/3

To avail of the deferred payment scheme, 
please communicate when placing your 
order through your Lakeland Agri sales 
representative or the Customer Services Centre. 

 
Milk Replacers
Innovative calf milk 
replacer range formulated 
to maximise early growth 
& development.

NEW

AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER 
ON FULL PALLET PURCHASES 
OF CALFSMART23 and 
CALFSMART25 CALF 
MILK REPLACERS. 

Offer ends 27th March 2020 
To find out more, contact your local sales 
representative or our Customer Services 
Centre: 1890 47 47 20 (ROI) or 028 302 62311 (NI)

MILK 
SUPPLIER 

OFFER

Ian Buchanan with his local Lakeland Agri Sales Representative, Gary Tubman 

Northern Ireland milk supplier, Ian Buchanan, farms outside 
Dungiven. Alongside his sons, Ian has grown their business 
dramatically over the past number of years. 

The backbone to Ian’s expansion and continued excellent herd 
performance over the last number of years has been a well-
managed calf rearing programme. The calves are fed on transition 
milk and then moved onto the Lakeland Agri SkimSmart Milk 
Replacer along with the Lakeland Agri Munchy Calf Muesli. The 
calves are introduced to the muesli straight away and receive ad-
lib access to the muesli until just prior to weaning, which usually 
takes place at around 8 weeks of age. At this point, Ian estimates 
that the calves would have more than doubled their birthweights. 
 
Commenting on calf performance, Ian stated, 

“As we aim to calve all our heifers at 24 months of age, the 
success of the calf rearing programme is crucial. The Munchy 
Calf Muesli is consistent and very palatable, and calves took 
to it straight away. They calves are very healthy, extremely 
content and there is a great shine off their coats. I would 
certainly, and already have recommended the Lakeland Agri 
Munchy Calf Muesli to other farmers.”

Munchy Calf Muesli Delivers Optimum Calf Performance
Christopher Cahill, Technical and Sales Representative, Lakeland Agri 

Munchy 
Calf Muesli

Crude 
Protein Maize Soya Beet Pulp RumiSmart 

Yeast

RumiSmart 
Essential 

Oils

RumiSmart 
Calf Mineral 

Pack

18% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

SPECIAL  
INTRODUCTORY 

OFFER



Chlorine free cleaning of bulk tanks and milking plants 
Vincent Kelly, Sales Manager, Biocel Ltd 

Trichloromethanes (TCM) residues within milk is an ongoing problem for Irish dairy farmers. TCM occurs when chlorine, 
present in chlorinated cleaning products, combines with the milk remaining in bulk tanks and milking plants. TCM can 
contaminate milk and have a negative impact on dairy products being exported. 

Chlorine Free Products

To eliminate the risk of chlorine residues entering the milk supply, dairy farmers are increasingly moving towards chlorine 
free cleaning products for milking equipment. 

To ensure effective cleaning with these products, it is important that a structured programme is followed:

Key points when washing 
your bulk tank:

• Before starting chlorine free wash 
programs, always calibrate auto washers 
to recommended dilution rates.

• Use detergent at the recommended rate. 

• Prioritise hot water for bulk tank wash. 
Temperature should be a minimum of 
60°C - 65°C for effective cleaning.

• Recommended regime is to caustic wash 
your tank for 3 collections and on the 4th 
collection, acid wash. Turbosan CF from 
Co-op Source is a chlorine free alkaline 
liquid detergent ideal for caustic washes, 
while Turboacid CF is suitable for acid 
washes.   

• Peracetic acid disinfection use is 
recommended in the final rinse. Biocel’s 
Serpent is a highly effective combined 
disinfectant and scale inhibitor which 
prevents build-up of scale and kills any 
bacteria remaining after washing. 

Key points when washing 
your milking plant: 

• 14 litres of water per unit is required  
for effective pre and final rinsing. 

• 9 litres of water is required per unit to 
effectively wash a milking plant and if 
recording jars are in place, 14 litres per 
unit should be used for effective cleaning.

• Identify wash volume required in the 
detergent cycle to wash your milking plant 
and apply detergent at the recommended rate.

• Target temperature should be 70°C - 80°C 
when hot washing to achieve a finishing 
temperature of 55°C after 8 - 10 minutes. 
When wash solution temperature drops 
below 50°C and the solution cools, the 
milk fat and protein will start to redeposit 
on the equipment. 

• Warm rinsing your milking plant 
immediately after milking is beneficial to 
maintain the plant temperature. 

• Chlorine free liquid detergents should 
be dumped after single use. Teagasc 
recommends that powder detergents can 
be reused and dumped after a second hot 
or cold wash. 

Recommended regime when following 
a chlorine free wash program:

• 7 hot washes per week 

• 4-5 hot caustic washes using Co-op  
Source Turbocleen Powder or Turbosan  
CF Liquid. 

• 2-3 hot acid washes using Turboacid  
CF, depending on water hardness in   
your area.

• 7 cold washes per week.

• Use the same caustic /acid ratios   
as above.

Turbosan CF 200L
Dual Hydroxides based liquid detergent 
with high sequestering power. 

Suitable for use on bulk tanks and 
milking plant. 

Also available in sizes 20L & 1000L.

Turbocleen 
Powder Detergent 20KG
Caustic based powder milking plant 
detergent with high sequestering power. 

Low foaming formulation suitable for 
use in hard & soft water areas.

Coolshannagh, 
Monaghan
Lough Egish, 
Monaghan
Richmond Street, 
Longford 

Free delivery T&C's apply

CALL 
TODAY FOR 

SPECIAL 
OFFERS!

1890 4747 20 (ROI) 
OR 028 3026 2311 (NI)
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Meath farmer reaps  
the benefits from our 
Gold Finisher Ration  
Christopher Cahill, Technical and 
Sales Representative, Lakeland Agri 

Daniel and Derek Flynn farm a mixed farming 
enterprise just outside Ballinabrackey, Co. Meath. The 
father and son duo have an expanding dairy herd of 
100 cows, and also purchase continental heifers as 
yearlings to finish under 30 months of age. Originating 
from Co. Kerry, the heifers are a mixture of Charolais 
and Limousin breeds.        

Feeding Programme 

The heifers arrive to the Flynn’s at an average live-
weight of 430kg and go straight to grass for the 
summer months. Once housed around the first week 
of October, they are gradually introduced to their 
finishing diet, consisting of 8kg/day of the Lakeland 
Agri Gold Finisher 50 Ration, 8kg of Brewers Grains, 
silage and straw. They are maintained on this diet until 
finished, with the first batch of heifers sent to Kepak 
Kilbeggan around the middle of January. 

Impressive live-weight gain 

When the cattle were housed, they were averaging 
approximately 550-560kg liveweight. Following the 
slaughter of the first group of cattle it was found 
that the batch had an average live-weight of 730kg, 
meaning they had an impressive 1.6kg average live-
weight gain across the 110-day finishing period. The 
cattle killed at 409kg deadweight on average for the 
group, meaning an equally impressive 56% kill out. 
79% of the group killed at a “U” grade, 16% graded at 
“R+”, and 5% at “R=”. 

Commenting of the Lakeland Agri Gold Finisher 50 
ration, Danny stated, “The cattle were very content 
and had no stomach issues or hoof problems, 
even when they were receiving higher levels of 
concentrate feed. I’m extremely happy with how the 
stock looked and how they killed out and graded. I 
would definitely recommend this product to other 
farmers.”

Lakeland Agri Gold Finisher 

The Lakeland Agri Gold Finisher 50 ration which is 
based on 50 % maize meal is extremely energy dense 
and contains high levels of starch which promotes 
greater fat deposition throughout the finishing period 
and better grading when it comes to slaughter time. 

It also contains a yeast, buffer and RumiSmart 
Sustain (RSS) essential oil package to maintain 
excellent rumen function, even with high levels of 
concentrate feeding. The ration also contains a high 
spec RSS beef mineral package, including protected 
copper to meet animal requirements. 

For more details on the various beef finisher  
rations available from Lakeland Agri, please  
contact your local Lakeland Agri Sales Representative 
or the Lakeland Agri Customer Services Centre on 
1890 47 47 20 (ROI) or 028 30262311 (NI).

Delivering Sustainable Feeding Solutions

For more information, contact the Lakeland Agri 
Sales team or our Customer Services Centre on 
ROI: 1890 47 47 20 or NI: 028 30262311

Daniel and Derek Flynn’s beef cattle achieved exceptional 
live-weight gains 

Connect with us on FACEBOOK 
We’ve have just launched our very 
own Lakeland Agri Facebook page.

For all the latest news 
and technical advice 
from the team, be sure 
to give our page a like! 


