
Autumn Grassland Management 
– September Update
Christopher Cahill, Technical & Nutritional Support 
Representative, Lakeland Agri

As we approach the end of September, it is critical to assess current 
grass stocks on farm. Farmers will either find themselves in one 
of three positions: ahead of target, on target or behind target. Each 
position will have its own set of management decisions to ensure 
maximum quantity and quality of autumn grass is achieved.

Ahead of target: This automatically puts you in a great position. 
However, be aware not to build grass covers too high. The risk is that 
you are left with very heavy covers to graze, in often poor conditions 
during the last round of grazing, which could be a challenge. If growth 
rates are good, you have the potential to take out a paddock for 
surplus bales to keep grass covers on target, or bale paddocks of sub-
optimal quality to keep quality in the swards.

On target: This leaves you in a relatively good position also. If growth 
rates on farm are ahead of demand, this will allow you to build your 
farm cover as required. There may be an opportunity to bale poorer 
quality paddocks to increase quality in the sward. If you find that 
growth rates are below expected levels, it will be necessary to drop 
the demand on grass growth to effectively build grass covers. This can 
be achieved by removing unproductive stock from the platform such 
as calves or in-calf heifers, adding silage ground back into the grazing 
rotation, or buffer feeding the herd if required. 

Behind target: It is critical to drop your demand figure, enabling 
grass to build quicker. Where grass growth is good, it may be worth 
adding a small buffer feed of silage into the diet. This will lower 
demand and take advantage of the good growth conditions. This will 
potentially avoid having to supplement higher levels of silage later to 
prolong grass cover, rather than building it.

Deciding when to close the farm is one of the most important 
decisions you will make, as this will directly determine the level of 
grass available for grazing the following spring. As seen in Table 1, 
the level of grass supply (measured as average farm cover, or cover/
livestock unit) that you should aim to have will depend on the overall 
stocking rate of the farm.
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Autumn Grazing Targets

Date Cover/Cow 
(Kg DM)

Average Farm 
Cover (Kg DM/Ha)

Rotation 
Length

STOCKING RATE OF 2.5 LU/HA

1st August 180 450 20 Days

Mid - August 200 500 25 Days

1st September 300 750 30 Days

Mid - September 400 - 450 1,000 - 1,100 35 Days

1st October 400 1,000 40 Days

1st November 60% of your grazing platform should be 
closed for Spring at this stage

Fully Housed 550 - 600

STOCKING RATE OF 3.0 LU/HA

Mid - August 250 750 25 Days

1st September 330 990 30 Days

Mid - September 370 1100 35 Days

1st October 380 1150 40 Days

1st November 60% of your grazing platform should be 
closed for Spring at this stage

Fully Housed 600 - 650

STOCKING RATE OF 3.5 LU/HA

Mid - August 220 770 25 Days

1st September 280 980 30 Days

Mid - September 340 1200 35 Days

1st October 335 1175 40 Days

1st November 70% of your grazing platform should be 
closed for Spring at this stage

Fully Housed 700 - 750

Table 1. Targets for farm cover and closing 
date based on stocking rate of farm

For advice on your autumn grassland management programme or current farm cover targets, 
contact Christopher Cahill, on (087) 1934502 to discuss your options or to arrange a farm visit.



Weed Control Programmes for Newly Reseeded Leys 
Christopher Cahill, Technical & Nutritional Support Representative, Lakeland Agri

products (2, 4 DB & MCPA mix). This was 
granted for the sale and use of these 
products for 120 days after May 14th, 
therefore the window of opportunity 
to use these products is ending. 
Unfortunately, if there is chickweed 
present in the sward at a high level, and 
without Triad tablets readily available 
it may be necessary to utilise stronger 
systemic sprays at the cost of the clover. 

Weed Control in Reseeded Sward with 
No Clover
For reseeds with no clover in the mix, it is 
advantageous to use a stronger systemic 
chemical. Herbicides such as Envy or 
Pastor Trio should provide a good kill 
on a range of broad-leafed weeds, while 
also having an effect on the chickweed. 
However, at the time of this publication, 
the period for the use of Pastor Trio has 
expired. Therefore, the recommendation 
would be to utilise Envy on newly 
reseeded leys in September where clover 
is not a component of the grass sward.

Note: Read all product labels before use 
and always adhere to manufacturer’s 
instructions regarding use of the 
products listed. 

Post emergence weed control is the 
cheapest and most persistent form of 
weed control you can employ on your 
farm. On various Teagasc trial plots where 
post emergence weed control was used, 
there was a clean grass sward 5 years 
later. Where no weed control programme 
was used, the weeds were back to their 
original level of infestation the following 
spring.

The aim with an effective weed control 
programme is to spray weeds at the 
correct growth stage to maximise uptake 
and effectiveness of the spray. 

In a reseeded sward, weeds will usually be 
ready for spraying approximately 6 weeks 
after sowing. Where clover is present, 
ensure the clover is at the trifoliate leaf 
stage to avoid damage. 

The first step in choosing the product for 
your weed control programme is whether 
there is clover in the sward or not.  

Weed Control in Reseeded Sward with 
Clover 
If clover is present, it is critical to use 
a clover safe spray. The effectiveness of 
these sprays is not as powerful as some of 
the stronger chemicals, therefore getting 
the weeds at the correct stage of growth is 
imperative.

In May of 2021 a derogation was granted 
on the use of “DB Plus/Clovermax” 

Weed Control in Reseeded 
Sward with NO CLOVER

Product Rate Utilisable 
Period

Envy
1.50L/ha 
(600ml/

ac)

1st February - 
30th November

Pastor 
Trio

1.00L/ha 
(400ml/

ac)

1st February - 
31st August

Weed infestation before post emergence spray.

After spraying prior to the first grazing. 

Pest Control in Newly Reseeded Swards 
In a newly reseeded sward, your three 
main pests to monitor include slugs, 
leather jackets and frit fly. All three can 
severely damage a newly reseeded ley. Frit 
fly and leather jackets can be identified 
around the growing point of the grass 
plant, while slug bait points should be 
utilised to identify the presence of slugs. 
These three pests are a particular problem 
in wet/heavier areas, and in seasons with 
heavier rainfall.

Management of Newly Reseeded Swards to Promote Longevity 
Post seeding grassland management is critical to the performance of the new grass 
sward. The following steps should be adhered, to promote tillering of the sward over the 
wintertime, to ensure sward quality and ground cover the following spring.
 • Aim to graze the sward at 800-1000kg DM/ha, or 8-9cm in height 
  and down to 4cm. 
 • Where ground conditions are unsuitable for older stock, utilise the 
  grass sward for young stock .
 • Achieving good grazing residuals of the newly sown swards will avoid paddocks 

having to be mown in the first number of grazing’s.
 • Avoid leaving a large cover on a newly reseeded sward over the winter period, as 

a lighter cover ensures light can penetrate the canopy of the sward down to the 
roots, encouraging active growth of the new sward earlier the following spring.

For further weed control or grassland advice, contact Christopher Cahill on 
(087) 1934502 or the Lakeland Agri Customer Service Centre on 0818 47 47 20.



 
Milk Replacers
Innovative calf milk 
replacer range formulated 
to maximise early growth 
& development.

NEW

AVAILABLE TO OUR MILK SUPPLIERS TO 
HELP MANAGE AUTUMN CASH FLOW 

LAKELAND AGRI MILK REPLACER 
DEFERRED PAYMENT SCHEME

Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March

Milk 
Replacer

Purchases
1/3 1/3 1/3

To avail of the deferred payment scheme, please 
communicate when placing your order through 
your Lakeland Agri sales representative or the 
Customer Services Centre on 0818 47 47 20.

Father and son team, Pat and John Loughnane operate a beef 
finishing system, supplying quality meat to their butcher shop in 
Loughrea, Co. Galway. Loughnanes Butchers has been in operation 
for over 80 years. The butcher shop won a “Great Taste Award” in 
2013 and 2015 and is widely renowned for its cuts of beef, along 
with exceptional quality pork sausages and puddings. 

Beef Finishing System 
The father and son duo typically purchase continental heifers at 2 
years of age. The breed of choice is predominately black limousin; 
however, other breeds are also spotted around the holding. 

All animals are finished through the butcher’s shop. Heifers are 
bought ready to finish and are generally turned around within 
100-120 days. On average, the father and son team aim to finish 
four cattle per week, year-round, to fulfill the requirements of the 
butcher shop.

Feeding Regime 
During the summer months, the animals are put to graze across 
the green fields of the Galway farm. When the energy in the grass 
reduces, usually around September time, the Loughnanes introduce 
a Lakeland Agri Beef Finisher Nut, fed at a rate of approximately 
2-3kg while at grass.

When the stock is housed for winter, they are transitioned to the 
Lakeland Agri 50% Maize Finisher Blend. Over a number of days, 
they are gradually increased to 5-6kg of the ration until finished.

On Farm Results 
On average, the stock is gaining over 1.45kg liveweight gain/
day with the current feeding regime. At the end of the finishing 
period, the duo has found that the heifers are killing at 330-340kg 
deadweight and haven’t been “pushed too hard”. 

Pat had the following to say on his experience feeding the Lakeland 
Agri 50% Maize Finisher Ration: 

“We have been weighing cattle for over 30 years at this stage, 
and have tried different rations in that period, so we know what 
works and what doesn’t work. It is clear to see the difference in 
the cuts of beef when they come into the store. 

We used other rations previously, which resulted in the meat 
having a lighter colour and didn’t look as appealing. However, 
since using the Lakeland Agri 50% Maize Finisher Ration, the 

Full pallet purchases of Lakeland Agri CalfSmart 
and SkimSmart Milk Replacer Ranges in August 
and September are charged to a “03 sub account” 
and milk deducted in three equal payments in the 
months of November/December/January. 

AVAIL OF OUR 
SPECIAL OFFER 
on full pallet purchases 
of CalfSmart23, 
CalfSmart25 
and SkimSmart 
Milk Replacers. 

Offer ends 30th September 2021. 
To find out more contact your local 
Lakeland Agri Sales Representative or our 
Customer Services Centre on 0818 47 47 20.

EARLY 
BIRD SPECIAL 

OFFER

beef is a good deep colour, and the taste is excellent. We are 
extremely pleased with the performance of our stock and the 
quality of meat. 

Our local Lakeland Agri Sales Representative, Sean Heavey 
always gives us the best advice to maximise stock performance 
and we wouldn’t hesitate in the slightest to recommend this 
ration to other farmers hoping to improve the performance of 
their cattle in the finishing period.”

If you would like additional information on how the Lakeland 
Agri 50% Maize Finisher Ration would fit into your beef 
finishing system, please contact your local Lakeland Agri Sales 
Representative or the Customer Services Centre on 0818 47 47 20.

Lakeland Agri Maize Finisher Blend 
passes the test for Loughnanes Butchers



Silage Quality and Quantity 
2021 has been a challenging year for making quality grass 

silage and this has left many farmers with two distinct 

situations as the winter-feeding period approaches.

1) Silage is in short supply but of good quality, and/or

2) Silage is plentiful, but quality is poor to average.

The first step in either of these situations is the completion 

of a fodder budget and silage analysis. The fodder budget 

will confirm that you have sufficient silage for the stock 

numbers you plan to carry over the winter or it will 

highlight your potential fodder deficit. 

If you are in a deficit, the options available are:

• Extend the grazing season. Continue to apply nitrogen up 

until the deadline to build grass cover into the autumn, 

ensuring a higher level of grass is available for grazing. 

This should defer the introduction of silage into the diet.

• Remove unproductive stock from the herd. Consider 

selling empty/cull cows early. This will enable more 

grazed grass to be available for the remaining stock and 

prolong the introduction of silage feeding. 

• Purchase silage stocks, only where a silage test is known, 

as purchasing poor quality silage is not advised.

• Purchase additional straw/hay. Both forages can be fed to 

stretch good quality silage. 

Where silage quality is suboptimal, it is necessary to 

balance the diet with concentrate to ensure the nutrient 

requirements of the animal are met. The challenge remains 

to balance the diet of a growing animal or a freshly calved 

cow. There is a significant difference between feeding 

74 DMD silage vs. 68 DMD silage. This would equate to an 

increase of approximately 2kg concentrate in a dairy cow diet 

to maintain similar levels of performance. 

The concentrate level increases by 4.5kg when 

feeding a 62 DMD silage vs. a 74 DMD silage.

Where possible the best silage available should be 

reserved for freshly calved milking cows, cows in the 

close-up dry cow period and growing dairy heifers. Far-off 

dry cows, staler milking cows, suckler cows and finishing 

animals on a higher level of concentrate can be fed the 

lower quality forages available.

Mineral Analysis of Silage Fed to Dry Cows 
We recommend completing a detailed mineral analysis of 

the silage, in particular the silage that will be fed to dry 

cows. The main concern is a high cation-anion balance 

(CAB) or dietary cation-anion difference (DCAD) balance 

in grass silage. This is usually evident where the silage 

crop received a large application of slurry, high levels 

of Potassium (K) in the chemical fertiliser, or where soil 

indexes for K are high. 

If results show high levels of DCAD/CAB in your dry 

cow silage it may be necessary to balance this with the 

inclusion of straw in the diet and the inclusion of a specific 

dry cow minerals with added anionic salts to lower the 

DCAD of the resulting dry cow diet.

We encourage all farmers to contact your local 
Lakeland Agri Sales Representative or alternatively 
call the Customer Service Centre on 0818 47 47 20, 
to arrange silage testing, and to ensure the 
productivity of your stock is maximised over the 
winter housed period.

Silage Quality and Implications on Winter Feeding 
Christopher Cahill, Technical & Nutritional Support Representative, Lakeland Agri

J18061

Delivering Sustainable Feeding Solutions

For more information, contact the Lakeland 
Agri Sales team or our Customer Services 
Centre on 0818 47 47 20.

Like us on Facebook - @LakelandAgri

500KGS 
MINIMUM 

ORDER FOR DIRECT 
DELIVERY ONTO 

FARM

To find out more about Lakeland Agri’s full mineral 
range or discuss a suitable dry cow feeding programme 
for your herd, contact your Lakeland Agri Technical 
Sales Representative or call our Customer Service 
Centre on 0818 47 47 20.

• LFS Hi Spec Dry Cow 150 

• Ultrabalance Dry Cow 150

Lakeland Agri 
Dry Cow Mineral 
Range for Autumn 
Calving Herds

EASYFIX CUBICLES
& MATTRESSES
● Providing superior cow comfort

● Stress free & natural environment

● Increased lying times

● Higher milk production

ORDER FROM LAKELAND AGRI 
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LOUGH EGISH
Call Paraic
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