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Autumn Grazing Targets

Date Cover/Cow 
(Kg DM)

Average Farm 
Cover (Kg DM/Ha)

Rotation 
Length

STOCKING RATE OF 2.5 LU/HA

1st August 180 450 20 Days

Mid - August 200 500 25 Days

1st September 300 750 30 Days

Mid - September 400 - 450 1,000 - 1,100 35 Days

1st October 400 1,000 40 Days

1st November 60% of your grazing platform should be 
closed for Spring at this stage

Fully Housed 550 - 600

STOCKING RATE OF 3.0 LU/HA

Mid - August 250 770 25 Days

1st September 330 980 30 Days

Mid - September 370 1200 35 Days

1st October 380 1175 40 Days

1st November 60% of your grazing platform should be 
closed for Spring at this stage

Fully Housed 600 - 650

STOCKING RATE OF 3.5 LU/HA

Mid - August 220 770 25 Days

1st September 280 980 30 Days

Mid - September 340 1200 35 Days

1st October 335 1175 40 Days

1st November 70% of your grazing platform should be 
closed for Spring at this stage

Fully Housed 700 - 750

Autumn grass is generally of reasonably good quality, however as 
the year progresses perennial ryegrass varieties reduce the level of 
stem grown, and fibre level of the sward. The main issue we face 
with autumn grass is where dry matter drops down to 12-14% and 
achieving adequate grass intakes becomes the challenge.   

The purpose of an effective autumn grassland management 
programme is to prolong grazed grass in the animal’s diet, while 
allowing paddocks “to be closed” for the winter so that sufficient 
grass will be available to facilitate early spring turnout of 
livestock. 

It is important to start building your grass from the beginning to 
middle of August (based on growth rates at the time), so that the 
peak supply of grass on the farm occurs roughly in the middle of 
September. By the end of September, grass growth will begin to 
decline to the point where growth rates no longer support the level 
of demand of the stock. 

As seen from Table 1, the level of grass supply (measured as 
average farm cover, or cover/livestock unit) that you should aim to 
have will depend on the overall stocking rate of the farm. 

This autumn rotation planner will then help you to ration this 
grass off throughout your final rotation. Similar to the spring 
rotation planner, it will allocate a certain area/day to be grazed 
and allow you to hit targets of 60-70% grazed and closed by the 1st 
of November. 

From that point, it is about utilising the remaining 30-40% of 
the grass throughout November, while remaining conscious of 
not overgrazing the farm so that there will be sufficient grass 
cover for the spring. How quickly you utilise this remaining 30-
40% will largely depend on planned housing date, farm grazing 
infrastructure, the ability to on-off graze stock and ground 
conditions. 

Table 1. Targets for farm cover and closing 
date based on stocking rate of farm

Developing an effective 
autumn grassland 
management programme
Christopher Cahill, Lakeland Agri, Technical & 
Nutritional Support Representative

For more information on autumn grassland 
management and to discuss required concentrate 
feeding levels for your stock on autumn grass, 
contact Christopher Cahill on (087) 1934502. 



Note:
As Triad is in short supply this season and Clovermax and 
similar products are being removed from the market in autumn 
2020, going forward, it is essential to ensure that land parcels 
with heavy infestations of weeds are burnt off with a suitable 
glyphosate based product prior to reseeding. In these situations, 
it is also worth considering using a grass seed mixture with 
no clover at seeding, enabling you to use stronger systemic 
chemistry as your post emergence spray. Clover can then be 
stitched into the sward once the weeds have been killed.

Weed control programmes for 
newly reseeded leys  
Christopher Cahill – Lakeland Agri Technical & 
Nutritional Support Representative

A post emergence weed control programme is the cheapest and 
most effective form of weed control you can employ on your 
farm. The aim with an effective weed control programme is to 
spray weeds at the correct growth stage to maximise uptake 
and effectiveness of the spray. 

In a reseeded sward, weeds will usually be ready for spraying 
approximately 6 weeks after sowing. If clover is present, please 
ensure that it is at the trifoliate leaf stage to avoid damage. 
The first step in choosing a weed control product is whether 
there is clover in the sward or not. 

Weed control in reseeded sward with clover
If clover is present, then it is critical to use a clover safe spray. 
The effectiveness of these sprays are not as powerful as some 
of the stronger chemistry, therefore spraying the weeds at the 
correct stage of growth is imperative.

Clovermax is an effective, clover safe spray which has a 
resonable weed spectrum of broad-leafed weeds. It should 
be used at a rate of 7L/ha when used on its own. If there is 
chickweed present in the sward, it is necessary to include a 
Triad tablet into the weed control programme and this can be 
used in conjunction with the Clovermax. Triad should be used 
at a rate of one tablet/0.75ha, and when used in conjunction 
with Clovermax it is possible to reduce the level of Clovermax 
to 5L/ha.

Weed control in reseeded sward with no clover

Pastor Trio can only be used between 1st February and the 31st 
August on newly sown leys.

For reseeds with no clover in the mix, it is possible to use one 
of the stronger systemic chemistry’s, above. Any of the above 
products should provide a good kill on a range of broad-leafed 
weeds, while also having an effect on the chickweed also.

Weed Control in Reseed Sward with Clover

Clovermax @ 7L/ha (+1 Triad tablet/0.75ha if Chickweed present)

Weed Control in Reseed Sward with NO CLOVER

• Envy @ 1.5L/ha
• Pastor Trio @ 1 L/ha
• Hurler / Reaper @ 0.75L/ha

IMPORTANT: 
Read all product labels before use 
and always adhere to manufacturer’s 
instructions regarding use of the products 
listed.

For further weed control or grassland 
management advice, please do not hesitate to 
contact Christopher Cahill on (087) 1934502 or 
the Lakeland Agri Customer Service Centre on 
1890 47 47 20.

Weed infestation before post emergence spray. 

After spraying, prior to the first grazing.  



Incorrect Body Condition Score (BCS) at calving:
As a starting point, cows should be dried off at a BCS of 
3.0 to 3.25 and the objective will be to hold the majority 
of animals at that target BCS of 3.25 until the point of 
calving. In order to achieve this, we would recommend body 
condition scoring all the herd approximately 6 weeks 
prior to the start of drying off. As grass quality and dry 
matter can vary from the middle of September onwards, it’s 
important to monitor grass quality and dry matter intakes 
on a regular basis in the 8 week period that follows, and 
to adjust the concentrate feeding level on a regular basis 
to ensure the target BCS is achieved.

Poor rumen fill pre-calving:
Poor rumen fill in dry cows not only dramatically increases 
the risk of all the transition diseases but it also reduces peak 
milk yield and solids by as much as 4 litres. Feed space in 
the dry cow house has a huge influence on rumen fill. Now is 
a good time to think about what housing is available for the 
winter period ahead and how it can be used most effectively 
to ensure the close up dry cows in particular ( 21 – 28 
days prior to calving ) have enough feed space available 
to them to maximise forage intakes and promote stronger 
rumen fill figures.

Incorrect/inadequate mineral supplementation 
in the dry period:
Cationic Anionic Balance (CAB) which is strongly influenced 
by the level of Potassium in the forage being fed has a 
huge influence on the dry cow diet. As the CAB score of 
the dry cow diet will determine the animal’s ability to 
mobilise calcium both around and post calving, we would 
recommend excluding forages with high CAB scores from 
dry cow diets where possible. Where this is not an option, 
an alternative approach is to minimise the effect of the high 
CAB forage by diluting it with other available forages, straw 
and concentrate feed, together with the strategic inclusion of 
an anionic salt component with the dry cow mineral.

For that reason, in addition to the standard silage sample 
that is taken for normal nutrient analysis at this time 
of year, we would recommend a second sample of the 
intended dry cow forage is taken also and submitted for 
a full mineral profile including the CAB score.

Spring Calving 2021: A little 
preparation work now can make a 
huge difference
Alan Hurst, Technical and Product Manager, 
Lakeland Agri

As we are only in the month of September, some might say that 
it’s a little early to be thinking about next year’s calving period. 
However, experience has shown that preparing at this time of 
year when cows are moving into late lactation can deliver huge 
benefits next spring when the calving period starts. Every year we 
receive a large number of phone calls from suppliers that have run 
into difficulties with metabolic disorders around calving such as 
milk fevers, retained cleanings, LDA’s, Ketosis etc. Here is a brief 
overview of the some of the main causes as well as advice on how 
they can be minimised going forward.

Grass Silage Cation-Anion Balance 
2015-2019 vs 2020
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For more information, please talk to 
your Lakeland Agri Technical Sales 
Representative or contact our Customer 
Services Centre on 1890 47 47 20. 

Based on 7,500 silage samples submitted from UK and Ireland 

Grass Silage Molybdenum and Potassium Average 
2015-2019 vs 2020
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Delivering Sustainable Feeding Solutions

For more information, contact the Lakeland 
Agri Sales team or our Customer Services 
Centre on 1890 47 47 20.

Like us on Facebook - @LakelandAgri

Gold Finisher Beef Range 
The Lakeland Agri Gold Finisher Range includes the Lakeland 
Agri Gold Finisher 50, Lakeland Agri Gold Finisher 30 and the 
Gold Finisher Nut, which is the cubed form of the 30% ration.  

• Energy: The Lakeland Agri Gold Finisher Beef Ration 
Range is manufactured using the highest quality raw 
materials to produce finished feed with very high UFU/
ME Values. 

• RumiSmart Yeast: RumiSmart yeast is included to 
improve rumen function and reduce the risk of acidosis, 
which in turn, will lead to improved feed efficiency and 
higher levels of daily liveweight gain. 

• RumiSmart Beef Mineral Package: Our Gold Finisher 
Beef Range is perfectly balanced for calcium and 
phosphorus and contains our RumiSmart beef mineral 
package which also delivers protected copper to 
ensure maximum growth rates are achieved during the 
finishing period. 

• RumiSmart Essential Oils: Our unique blend of 
RumiSmart essential oils modifies the rate of starch and 
protein degradation in the rumen. This in turn delivers 
better synchrony between the energy and protein 
available in the digestive system which translates 
into higher feed efficiency, fewer days to slaughter and 
higher carcass kill-out percentages. 

J17408

Gold Finisher Ration Composition:   

Features Gold 
Finisher Nut 

Gold 
Finisher 30

Gold 
Finisher 50

Type Cube Coarse Coarse 

Maize 30% 30% 50% 

Rolled Barley � � �

Beet Pulp � � �

Distillers � � �

RumiSmart 
Yeast � � �

RumiSmart 
Essential Oils � � �

RumiSmart Beef 
Mineral Pack � � �

Gold Finisher 
Farm Profile 

Name: Daniel Flynn

Location: Ballinabrackey, Co. Meath 

Farming Enterprise: Mixed farming enterprise of 
100 dairy cows, and also purchase Charolais and Limousin 
heifers as yearlings to finish under 30 months of age. 

Finisher Diet: 8kg/day of the Lakeland Agri Gold Finisher 50 
Ration, 8kg of Brewers Grains, silage and straw. 

Results: When the cattle were housed, they were averaging 
approximately 550-560kg liveweight. Following the slaughter 
of the first group of cattle, the batch had an average liveweight 
of 730kg, meaning they had an impressive 1.6kg average 
liveweight gain across the 110-day finishing period.
 
The cattle killed at 409kg deadweight on average for the 
group, meaning an equally impressive 56% kill out. 79% of 
the group killed at a “U” grade, 16% graded at “R+”, and 5% 
at “R=”.

Product Feedback: “I am very happy with the Gold Finisher 
50 ration and would definitely recommend this product to 
other farmers. The stock performed really, really well on it. 
They were content while on the ration and I had no issues with 
stomach upsets or issues with feet, even while on higher levels 
of concentrate feeding. I put this down to the ration being 
balanced for energy, starch and fibre, with the yeast included 
also, and a hi spec mineral package meeting the animal's 
requirements. I’m extremely happy with how the stock looked 
and how they killed out and graded” says Daniel Flynn. 

For more details on our Beef Finisher Ration Range, please 
contact your local Lakeland Agri Sales Representative or the 
Lakeland Agri Customer Services Centre on 1890 47 47 20 (ROI). 

Daniel Flynn with his beef finishers

Choosing the right ration for 
your beef finishers 
When it comes to choosing the correct beef finishing ration, 
farmers must look out for a number of key ingredients and 
always ask for more information on the finer details of the 
ration composition.  


