July 2021

New Vet Medicine Regulations

TOGETHER WE’RE STRONGER

Everything you need to know >> page 2
Tel: 1890 47 47 20 | www.lakeland.ie | Twitter: @DairiesJP

Co Longford farm family wins Lakeland
Dairies Supreme Milk Quality Award

The Fitzpatrick family from Co Longford with Lakeland Daires’ chairman Niall Matthews and Lakeland Dairies’ CEO Michael G Hanley on their farm.

A Co Longford farm family has
taken home the joint Supreme Milk
Quality Award at this year’s Lakeland
Dairies Milk Quality Awards.
Eugene and Deirdre Fitzpatrick
Lisryan, Granard, Co. Longford won
the Supreme Champion award in the
Republic of Ireland while Cyril Gibson, Beragh, Omagh, Co. Tyrone won
the equivalent in Northern Ireland.
The Fitzpatricks and Gibsons were
rewarded for the exceptionally high
quality of milk they produce.
The Milk Quality Awards publicly
recognise the achievements of Lakeland Dairies milk suppliers who are
committed to quality in all aspects of
their milk production.
Winning a milk quality award is
a truly excellent achievement. The
winners emerged from among 3,200
farm families across 16 counties who
produce milk for the 1.9bn litres
Lakeland Dairies milk pool.
The Fitzpatricks also took home
the >500,000 litre producer category award in the Republic of Ireland while the Gibsons are winners
in the >1m litre producer category in
Northern Ireland.

WINNERS

Lakeland Dairies has also announced the winners in the other categories of the Milk Quality Awards.
In the Republic of Ireland, Patrick, Sheila & James Connolly, Ballymahon, Longwood, Co Meath are
winners of the <500,000 litre producer category.
In Northern Ireland, Robert &
Mark Bristow, Rasharkin, Co. Antrim won the <1m litre producer category.

NEW ENTRANT TO DAIRYING

Recognising the achievements
of new entrants to dairying, where
Lakeland has welcomed over 350
new milk producers to the co-operative in recent years, Sean and Paul
Murtagh, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
won the Republic of Ireland new entrant category while Bernard & Rory
McKeever, Kilmore, Co. Armagh,
won the Northern Ireland category.

EXPERTISE

Lakeland Dairies Chair Niall Matthews paid tribute to the award winners: “Dairy farmers are the primary
producers of the 1.9 billion litres of
milk that we use as the essential raw

Winning a
milk quality
award
is a truly
excellent
achievement

material to create the wide variety
of dairy products for our customers worldwide. It requires insight
and expertise passed from generation to generation, combined with
knowledge and application of the
best modern-day practices in animal
husbandry, grassland management,
environmental sustainability and
overall farm management.”

RESILIENCE

Lakeland Dairies Group CEO Michael Hanley said: “The population
of the world, individuals, families
and entire nations rely on the quality and integrity of the global food
supply chain from farm to fork. This
has never more been the case than
throughout the course of the pandemic where maintaining the resilience of domestic and international
food supply channels has helped to
provide reassurance and stability
worldwide. I warmly congratulate
our milk quality award winners, and
I thank all of our milk producers,
for the high quality of milk that they
supply to us for processing.”
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New medicines regulations January 2022
Blanket Dry Cow Therapy will not be the accepted
norm from the Autumn / Winter of 2022 due to
new EU regualations covering the sale of veterinary
medicines.
Where there is not an SCC or mastitis problem
on your farm, (problem herds are those with bulk
tank SCC averages over 200,000), Selective Dry Cow
Therapy will now be the accepted / standard practice.
Your veterinary surgeon will only be able to prescribe antibiotic treatments to these problem cows or
herds.
This means you will only be antibiotic treating
problem cows in your herd, all other cows will get
sealers only.

HOW WILL YOUR VET IDENTIFY PROBLEM COWS?

The only reliable and fool proof way of identifying
problem cows is through Milk Recording, effective
decisions can only be made where there is a history of
individual SCCs.
Ideally all milk producers should now identify
which category of treatment they will be administering, SDT or BDT.
In either case this issue needs to be discussed with
your Vet well in advance of the decision being made.
Your Vets decision will be much easier and more
effective if you have Milk Recording data, otherwise,
you could say your Vet is shooting in the dark.
The new medicines regulation is about reducing antibiotic use in the national herd and ensuring
antibiotics used in human health will be effective into
the future.
Discuss antibiotic use on your farm with your
Veterinary Surgeon on his next visit, don’t put this
important issue on the long finger.

Milk volumes
ramping up

Markets are demonstrating a reasonable balance of
supply and demand.
European milk supplies, which have been constrained by colder than average temperatures in recent
months, are now increasing gradually in line with
weather improvements across the continent.
This has resulted in a surge of milk supply in some
of the larger producers like the Netherlands and Germany.
Worldwide milk supply is also increasing at a strong
pace with the main dairy producing countries exporting
higher volumes.
US dairy farmers continue to produce high volumes.
While global dairy prices remain stable for now,
concerns continue in relation to the ongoing pandemic
crisis worldwide, the variable global pace of vaccinations and the potential for new variants to disrupt
consumer and economic activity.
Foodservice markets continue a gradual recovery
however this is coming from a significantly lower base
in view of the ongoing impacts of the pandemic.
Lakeland Dairies will continue to monitor the market closely in the coming weeks.
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Herd health certs are now required
Animal Health Certificates have
been sent to all suppliers via their
milk carter.
It is a DAFM requirement that
all suppliers submit this annually
to Lakeland Dairies to allow milk
collection.
These certificates are audited by
both DAFM and Lakeland Dairies
customers and are key for ensuring export certification for dairy
products.
They must be returned by
FRIDAY 26th NOVEMBER 2021 to
allow processing of the certificate
before year-end.
We recommend you fully read
the DAFM coversheets for full details on how to fill out the certificate

with your vet.
Pages 1 and 3 must be returned to
our Member Relations Division.
• No animal tag list is needed, but
you must note the number of cows
submitted to the vet for testing on
page 3, and the vet must also note
that number on page 1.
• You must sign PAGE 3 and your
Vet must sign PAGE 1.
• Please only return the white
copies of the form to Lakeland
Dairies, the other copies should be
retained by yourself. You will need
this for your Bord Bia audit.
• Please return direct to: Member
Relations,Lakeland Dairies, Bailieboro, Co. Cavan

Regional Committees formed
Applications were recently sought from milk supplying shareholders to sit on
the Regional Committees. There was a healthy response with all 13 new Regional
Committees now elected in the newly formed electoral areas.
The next step is to hold Board elections for eight of the 13 Electoral Areas. The
five remaining Electoral Areas will have elections in September/October 2022.
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Sustainable farming series - using
lime to unlock the soil’s potential
With grassland the basis of any sustainable dairy farm, optimising soil health and
fertility should be top of the agenda for all
farmers.
The first and most important building
block in achieving this is to correct soil pH
through the use of lime.
The benefits of liming grassland to correct soil pH have been proven time and time
again to be one of the wisest and most costeffective investments any farmer can make.
It is regarded as “the forgotten fertiliser”
and can be spread at any time of the year.

BENEFITS

Lime is a natural soil conditioner that is
used to neutralise soil acidity. With the majority of Irish soils being acidic in nature, it
is a key tool in improving soil pH to maximise nutrient use efficiency, sward quality
and the facilitation of healthy plant growth.
The target is to maintain mineral soils at
a pH of 6.3, and peat soils at a pH of 5.5. This
will have many positive effects, most notably
with regard to improved grass growth.
This is due to the greater availability of
nutrients at correct pH levels, where there
will be a greater response achieved from
chemical fertiliser and organic manure if pH
deficiencies are addressed.
It will also encourage the release of organic nitrogen from the soil that would previously have been unavailable to the crop.

Increasing lime usage on the farm is a
win-win situation in terms of both profitability and environmental benefits.
Higher levels of nitrogen use efficiency
will be achieved; soils which are at the correct pH can release up to 80kgN/ha/year
when managed correctly. This is essentially
free nitrogen.
Increased growth rates will therefore be
achieved and will give a much higher return
on investment in chemical fertiliser.

MANAGEMENT TIPS

To assess lime requirements on your

farm it is first essential to take soil samples
at regular intervals of 2-3 years to build up a
history of soil fertility.
A good time to spread lime is immediately after the final silage cut of the year as
ground conditions should still be favourable
and the field will not be taken out for silage
for at least six months.
It is also important to note that in areas
of the country containing soils which are
naturally high in Molybdenum (Mo), soil
pH should be maintained under 6.2, as Mo
becomes more available at higher pH levels.

Critical advice on reducing chlorates for your farm
CHLORATES ARE FORMED AS A RESULT OF A BREAKDOWN OF CHLORINE IN LIQUID DETERGENTS AND IT IS CRITICAL THAT FARMERS ELIMINATE THE PRESENCE OF CHLORATES IN MILK.
A GOOD CHLORATE TEST RESULT RANGES FROM 0 PARTS PER BILLION (PPB) TO 5PPB.
MILK SUPPLIED ABOVE THIS LIMIT IS NOT SUITABLE FOR POWDER INTENDED FOR INFANT MILK FORMULA. CONTACT MEMBER
RELATIONS ON 1890 47 47 20 SHOULD YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.
FROM APRIL ONWARDS YOUR MILK WILL BE TESTED ON A MONTHLY BASIS AND WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO YOU VIA TEXT MESSAGE.
CHLORATE TESTING WILL BE PART OF THE LAKELAND DAIRIES MILK PURCHASING TERMS & CONDITIONS AND WILL BE LINKED TO
A PENALTY FOR MILK WHICH DOES NOT MEET THE CHLORATE SPECIFICATION. MORE INFO REGARDING THIS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE IN THE COMING MONTHS.
STEPS TO AVOID CHLORATE RESIDUES:
• USE CHLORINE-FREE DETERGENTS ON YOUR FARM;
• RINSE THE MILKING MACHINE FULLY BEFORE AND AFTER DETERGENT CIRCULATION WITH 14 LITRES OF WATER PER UNIT;
• NEVER REUSE OR ADD CHLORINE TO RINSE WATER;
• DO NOT REUSE DETERGENT SOLUTIONS MORE THAN RECOMMENDED;
• USE ONLY THE CORRECT AMOUNTS OF DETERGENT – DON’T USE EXTRA;
• DO NOT STOCK PILE DETERGENTS AND ENSURE ALL DETERGENTS ARE IN DATE – CHLORATE LEVELS INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY OVER TIME;
• STORE DETERGENTS IN A COOL, DARK PLACE;
• ENSURE THE BULK TANK RINSING CYCLE IS CORRECTLY SET SO THAT THE TANK IS ADEQUATELY RINSED;
• USE PERACETIC ACID AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO CHLORINE FOR CLUSTER DIPPING AND WATER STERILISATION.
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Grass management in main grazing season
June grass growth rates have been
extremely variable on farms within
the Lakeland region. Farms have
gone from surplus grass to a deficit
within a short space of time and vice
versa with some heavier farms experiencing exceptional growth rates in the
last week of June. When it comes to
managing grass to ensure cows have
the best quality forage there are a
number of rules to remember:

RULES WHEN GROWTH IS SLOW

When grass growth rates are slow
there are some general grazing rules
that should be applied:
1)
Rotation length – this
should be held at 20 – 25 days (4%
- 5% of the milking platform to graze
per day)
2)
If grass supply is scarce and
growth rates are slow, DO NOT graze
more than 5% of the grazing platform
on a daily basis as grazing more than
this will cause a bigger deficit of grass
in the long run.
3)
Extra feed in the form of
concentrates when the grass deficit
is small and/or forage in cases with
larger deficits, should be introduced
to make up the deficit in the cows’
diet.
4)
Topping paddocks should
be a last resort as it will stunt growth
rates further.
5)
12-hour grass allocations
will be required again to ensure correct grass allocations and to ensure
good clean-out in the paddocks
6)
Keep fertiliser applications
up-to-date.

RULES WHEN GRASS GROWTH IS
STRONG

When grass growth is strong there
are also some general rules that apply:

1)
Speed up the grazing rotation. Growth rates in excess of 65kgDM/Ha/day mean a paddock
that has been grazed to a residual of 100kgDM or below, will have a grass cover of 1,350-1,400kgDM/
Ha in 20 days’ time (65kgDM * 20 days = 1,300kgDM). Therefore, a growth rate of 80kgDM/Ha/day
requires a rotation length of 16-17 days.
2)
Aim to keep grazing grass covers of 1,400 – 1,500kgDM (approximately 10cm sward
height). This may mean baling some paddocks as they get too strong for grazing.
3)
Replace the P & K removed where baling of paddocks occurs – 1,500gal/acre of watery
slurry will replenish P & K in these paddocks.
4)
12-hour strip wires are not necessary, and research has found that 36-hour grazing paddocks lead to improved animal performance.
5)
Aim for good graze outs, this ensures regrowths in these paddocks will be high quality.

PREPARING FOR RESEEDING

August is the best month for autumn reseeding, so if you are planning on carrying out reseeding
this autumn, get prepared well in advance:
•
Which paddock - Select out your worst performing paddock, if cash flow is tight and you
still want to reseed, choose a paddock that will need no remedial work.
•
Soil fertility – hopefully, you have a soil test done on the paddock you have selected for reseeding, be prepared to apply lime to correct pH and make sure adequate levels of P & K are supplied
at reseeding.
•
What grass seed to use – always choose highest performing grass varieties from the DAFM
Recommended List Varieties for Ireland
•
What about weeds – Control weeds both before and after sowing seed.

FOR HELP OR ADVICE, PLEASE CONTACT EITHER OWEN (087)3302254 OR ADRIAN (087)4138584
FROM OUR LAKELAND/TEAGASC JOINT PROGRAMME TEAM.

Irish Johne’s Control Programme

Johne’s Disease is a bacterial disease affecting cattle, for
which there is no cure. It has the
potential to have a significant
negative impact on the dairy
industry and within herds.
Infection can be costly, with
cattle usually becoming infected
as calves from milk or food contaminated by the dung or milk of
infected adult cattle.
Johne’s Disease will weaken
cows immune systems leaving
them prone to other issues such
as SCC problems, lameness,
or fertility problems. There is
also a link between Johne’s
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infected herds and TB incidence.
Lakeland Dairies, in association
with Animal Health Ireland, are
encouraging suppliers to enrol
in the Irish Johne’s Control
Programme. This four-year
programme is part funded by
Lakeland Dairies and the Department of Agriculture. Program
requirements include an annual
milk or blood test of all animals
in the herd over two years of age
and an on farm Veterinary Risk
Assessment.
The milk test costs €2.75
per animal which is carried out
through your milk recording

sample. Blood tests can cost significantly more. A €2.75 subsidy
is paid by Lakeland Dairies in
year one, €2.06 in year two and
€1.38 in year three. All costs are
paid in full for any herd found to
have Johnes positive animals on
their farm.
All aspects of the scheme
must be complete in order to be
eligible for the subsidy payment.
To get involved and start testing,
monitoring, and controlling
Johne’s Disease in your herd
contact Member Relations on
1890 47 47 20 or Animal Health
Ireland on 0719671928

Contact
Member
Relations
The Lakeland Dairies Member
Relations Division works with
all our milk producers to help
drive profitability at farm level
as well as providing information on the progress of the
Society. Contact us:1890 47 47
20 (ROI).

