
If you are planning on reseeding this 
autumn it is essential to prepare well in 
advance. Focusing on soil fertility and 
reseeding with high performing grass 
varieties will be critical in order to achieve 
a successful reseed: 

• Soil fertility: At this point, a soil test
 should have been carried out on your 

selected paddock for reseeding. Be 
prepared to apply lime to correct pH and 
make sure adequate levels of P & K are 
supplied at reseeding. If using min till, 
lime should be applied regardless of the 
soil test results as decaying material on 
the surface of the soil can become acidic 
and this will affect establishment if not 
addressed.

 • Grass mixture choice: It is highly 
recommended to choose high performing 
grass varieties from the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
(DAFM) Recommended List for Ireland. 
The Teagasc Pasture Profit Index (PPI) 
is also a useful guide when assessing 
the suitability of grass seed varieties. 
If purchasing a pre formulated grass 
seed mixture, check the label to ensure 
all varieties in the mix are from the 
Recommended List.

At Lakeland Agri, all of our grass seed 
mixtures contain grass varieties which 
have been chosen from the 2019 DAFM 
Recommended List. 

LFS CUT AND GRAZE 
- FOR FLEXIBILITY  

Key Features:

• A superb mix of high yielding varieties 
designed to give a sward suitable for 
both grazing and silage. Formulated to 
maximise yield, quality and persistency 
when used for silage, but also to provide 
a high quality sward when used for 
grazing. 

• First cut can be planned for late May 
or early June. Second cut silage can be 
planned from mid-July onwards. 

• Produces rapid regrowth after cutting 
with a leafy aftermath of high 
digestibility.  

Varieties Contained: 

• Oakpark
• Glenroyal
• Astonenergy (T)
• Meiduno (T) 
• White Clover Blend

LFS INTENSIVE GRAZING MIXTURE 
- FOR MAXIMUM INTAKES    

Key Features:

• Formulated to deliver a highly digestible 
sward across the entire grazing season. 

• Excellent spring and autumn growth, 
enabling farmers to get their animals 
out to grass for longer and therefore 
reducing their wintering costs. 

• Produces a leafy, nutritious sward with 
high intakes of exceptional quality 
forage. 

Varieties Contained: 

• AberGain (T) 
• AberChoice 
• Drumbo 
• White Clover Blend 

LFS HIGH DENSITY MIX 
- FOR MAXIMUM PERSISTENCY  

Key Features:

• Designed to perform and persist in more 
challenging soil types.  

• Outstanding sward density and 
longevity.

• A perfect combination of high yielding 
and highly persistent grass varieties.

Varieties Contained: 

• Glenroyal
• Smile
• Aspect (T)
• Xenon (T) 
• White Clover Blend  

GRASS SEED DELIVERY 

Avail of our direct delivery 
to farms, with free delivery
available on orders of 
10 bags or more. 

For more information on autumn 
reseeding or to choose a suitable 
grass seed mixture from the Lakeland 
Agri range, please contact your local 
Lakeland Agri sales representative or 
call our Customer Services Centre on 
1890 47 47 20 (ROI) or 028 3026 2311 (NI)  
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Huge crowds attend Lakeland 
Agri grassland event
More than 300 farmers recently attended the Lakeland Agri Getting 
More from Grassland event, which took place on the farm of Alan 
Mackarel in Clones, Co Monaghan. 

The farm walk was aimed at showcasing the benefits of how 
taking a strategic approach to soil fertility, reseeding and grassland 
can reap significant benefits for all farms. 

Industry-leading speakers from Germinal, Goldcrop, Grassland 
Agro, TP Whelehan and others gave their unrivalled insights into 
what is needed to make grassland a top priority on farms. The 
latest tools, techniques and technologies available to farmers to 
drive profitability at farm level were discussed. 
Attendees on the day gained a valuable insight into Alan 
Mackarel’s farm and how using the most modern tools and 
technologies has helped him drive efficiency at farm level. Working 
hand-in-hand with Lakeland Agri, Alan has been on a journey of 
consistent improvement in recent years. 

Alan is part of an elite group of farmers who are at near perfect 
levels of soil pH. Getting the optimum pH levels in your soil is the 
first step in growing more grass. Some 50% of all soils across the 
country do not have the right pH levels. If soils are not at the right 
pH levels then the potential to grow more grass is halted. 

Since 2010, Alan has increased his level of investment on his farm. 
He aims to reseed over 10% of grassland each year and he has 
also built an underpass to make it easier for his cows to reach the 
milking parlour. Alan’s parlour has since been upgraded in that 
time. 

Between 2015 and 2018, with the help of Lakeland Agri, milk 
solids have increased by 56kgs /cow, cow numbers have increased 
by 10, and the calving interval has decreased by an impressive 
16 days. All these changes have been key in improving farm 
profitability.

Alan Hurst from Lakeland Agri played a huge part in organising 
the recent grassland event and paid tribute to the Lakeland Agri 
relationship with Alan Mackarel. 

“The Mackarel farm is a top-class example of an enterprise which 
has been on a constant course of improvement to drive efficiencies 
and, ultimately, profitability. Lakeland Agri and Alan Mackarel 
have been working together to unlock the farm’s potential. Alan 
Mackarel is a farmer at the very top of his game and the farm is a 
credit to himself. He is constantly working at improving the farm 
and we are delighted to be working with him.”

Looking to the future, Alan Hurst said the challenges for Alan 
Mackarel are the same for most other farmers in the country; and 
that is the environment. 

“The whole sector needs to look closely at the challenges around 
the environment. Ammonia levels have increased, greenhouse 
gases have increased, whereas both biodiversity and water quality 
has decreased. 

“These are all things that can be addressed and improved with 
technologies and products like protected urea, for example. 
Protected urea gives you all the benefits of nitrogen fertiliser but 
is less of a burden on the environment. Farmers need to take a 
very proactive approach to tackling these issues and they can be 
addressed through new products as well as technologies.

“Lakeland Agri and the wider Lakeland Dairies group have been 
leading the way in this regard with the innovative and forward-
thinking RumiSmart Sustain programme, which aims to drive 
efficiencies at farm level, while reducing our carbon footprint as 
a sector. All Lakeland farmers can avail of the latest tools and 
technologies through the network of Lakeland Agri representatives 
on the ground and the pioneering RumiSmart Sustain programme,” 
Alan said. 

Over €1,000 
worth of prizes 
won at Lakeland 
Agri event

Six lucky farmers scooped top prizes 
worth in excess of €1,000 at the Getting 
More from Grassland event in July. The 
prizes were kindly sponsored by Lakeland 
Agri’s co presenters on the day, namely 
Goldcrop, Germinal, Grassland Agro, TP 
Whelehan and, Thomson and Joseph. 

Chosen at random, six farmers took 
home top-of-the-range prizes aimed at 
improving grass growth and soil fertility 
on their farm.

Farmer, Alan Mackarel 

Lakeland Agri Technical and Product Manager, Alan Hurst 



Transition Management System 
(TMS) review on NI farms 
Dr. Andrew Pine, Technical Director, Premier Nutrition

For the past 6 years, Premier Nutrition has been monitoring the 
transition period of nearly 75,000 cows using their Transition 
Management System (TMS). Providing an in-depth picture for 
individual farms as well as trends in the national and regional 
herds, it truly monitors and measures transition success.

The Northern Ireland project, in conjunction with Lakeland Agri, 
started in November 2018, with the aim of trying to understand 
the current position for transition performance of Lakeland Dairies 
Northern Ireland milk suppliers. Currently our TMS Assessor, 
Eimear McDermott, visits 57 farms across Northern Ireland where 

she scores and assesses the transition performance of nearly 7,500 
cows. This review will highlight some of the key findings and 
differences between our working farms and those seen in other 
TMS farms.

Some of the key findings that are already evident from the 
Lakeland Agri transition project are centred on:

Dry Cow Body Condition Score(BCS):  Over the first 6 months, 
the dry cow BCS has been found to be on average 0.25 lower 
than similar cows recorded in other regions, with considerable 
variation between farms. What is driving this? Is it local advice 
from veterinarians or feed advisors who are concerned that over 
conditioned cows may be a problem during the transition phase?

• Nigel Walker, Emyvale, Co. Monaghan: 5 bags of Lakeland Agri’s Intensive Grazing 
grass seed mix.  

• Wesley Moffett, Smithboro, Co. Monaghan: 5 bags of Lakeland Agri’s Cut and Graze 
grass seed mix.  

• David Scott, Newbliss, Co. Monaghan: 1 tonne of Physiolith soil conditioner.  

• Shane Mullen, Fintona, Co. Tyrone: 20 litre can of Digest It.  

• Padraig Goodman, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan: A course of Pastor Trio herbicide.                                           

• Tommy Slowey, Cootehill, Co. Cavan: A course of Pastor Trio herbicide.        

Mark Delahunty, General Manager of Lakeland Agri congratulated those on 
their win.

“We are delighted to have had such a strong turnout at our Getting More from 
Grassland event in July. It was a timely and relevant event for farmers who were 
and are thinking about reseeding and improving soil fertility. The €1,000 worth of 
prizes have gone to good homes and all the farmers will use them to help drive grass 
growth and, ultimately, profitability, on their farms,” Mark said. 

Super Weanling Pellet Key Features: 
• Consistent Nutrient Supply

• Very High Energy Density 

LIVE-WEIGHT 
GAIN

Potential conversions  
4 kg Super Weanling Pellet fed to young 
actively growing weanlings delivers an 

extra 1 kg of live-weight gain

Very High Return on Investment 
(2:1) €2/£2 worth of live-weight gain 

for every €1/£1 spent on the Super 
Weanling Pellet

Produces a Stronger Animal 
A premium quality animal that will 

achieve premium market price

Super 
Weanling 
Pellet

SPECIAL 
OFFER

For more information, please contact your 
Lakeland Agri sales representative or call 
our Customer Services Centre on 
1890 47 47 20 (ROI) or 028 30262311 (NI).

Continues on page 4

• High Quality Starch & Protein Sources 

• Rumen Enhancers 

• Unique Mineral Package

Lakeland Agri’s Paul O’Neill presenting Wesley 
Moffett from Smithboro, Co. Monaghan who won 5 
bags of Lakeland Agri’s Cut and Graze seed mix. 

Lakeland Agri’s Gary Tubman with one of our 
winners Shane Mullen who won a 20 litre can 
of Digest It. 

on Lakeland Agri’s Super Weanling Pellet 
between 1st August and 30th September 2019. 

€ 20 / £20 
/tonne off RRP



Delivering Sustainable Feeding Solutions

Weed control 
programmes for 
newly reseeded 
leys
Christopher Cahill, Lakeland 
Agri Technical & Nutritional 
Support Representative
Post emergence weed control is the 
cheapest and most effective form 
of weed control you can employ on 
your farm. The aim with an effective 
weed control programme is to spray 
weeds at the correct growth stage to 
maximise uptake and effectiveness of 
the spray. 

In a reseeded sward, weeds will 
usually be ready for spraying 
approximately 6 weeks after sowing. 
If clover is present, please ensure 
that it is at the trifoliate leaf stage to 
avoid damage. 

Choosing your weed control product 
will be dependent on whether there 
is clover in the sward or not:  

Weed control in reseeded sward 
with clover:

If clover is present then it is critical 
to use a clover safe spray. The 
effectiveness of these sprays are not 
as powerful as some of the stronger 
chemistry, therefore targeting the 
weeds at the correct growth stage is 
imperative. 

Clovermax is an effective, clover 
safe spray. It has a reasonable weed 
spectrum of broad-leafed weeds and 

it should be used at a rate of 7L/ha 
when used on its own. 

If chickweed is present in the 
sward, it is necessary to include a 
Triad tablet, which should be used 
in conjunction with Clovermax. 
Triad should be used at a rate of 
one tablet/0.75ha, and when used 
in conjunction with Clovermax, it 
is possible to reduce the level of 
Clovermax to 5L/ha.

• Clovermax @ 7L/ha (+/- 1 Triad 
tablet/0.75ha if chickweed present)

Weed control in reseeded sward 
with no clover:

For reseeds with no clover in the mix, 
it is possible to use stronger systemic 
chemistry. Any of the products listed 
below should provide a good kill on 
a range of broad-leafed weeds, while 
also having an effect on chickweed.

• Envy @ 1.5L/ha  

• Pastor Trio @ 1L/ha  

• Hurler/Reaper @ 0.75L/ha

Note: Always ensure products 
chosen are registered for use in the 
respective jurisdictions. ROI (PCS 
number), NI (MAPP number). Read 
all product labels before use and 
always adhere to manufacturer’s 
instructions regarding use of the 
products listed.

For further weed control advice or 
grassland advice, contact Christopher 
Cahill on +353 (0) 87 1934502.

BRAND NEW CALF MILK REPLACER RANGE 
COMING SOON TO LAKELAND FARMS...

NEW FROM 
LAKELAND 
AGRI

MILK REPLACER

Continued from page 3...

As a consequence, BCS change during the 
transition period hasn’t been excessive on 
Northern Ireland farms and lower than other 
farms recorded. Avoiding “over fat” dry cows is 
considered sensible management advice, with a 
target average BCS in the dry period of 2.75 – 3.0. 
However, one problem with averages is that it 
requires a spread of BCS’s, meaning some cows 
are too thin as they enter the milking herd. As a 
result, a number of metabolic problems such as 
ketosis are likely to occur.  

Dry Cow Rumen Fill:  Perhaps one of the reasons 
behind the lower dry cow BCS compared to other 
TMS farms is that the recorded rumen fills have 
tended to be on average 0.2 of a score below that 
of the other regions, again with huge variation 
between farms. While the lower rumen fill might 
explain the background to the reduced risk of 
cows being over conditioned, rumen fill is a 
critical measure that can be used to predict peak 
milk production. A dry cow rumen fill recorded as 
a 2 instead of a 4 takes at least 4 litres of milk off 
week four daily milk production. Could our lower 
rumen fills be costing us milk from our fresh 
cows?

Dry Cow Lameness: Currently, chronic lameness 
(mobility score 2-3) in dry cows 30 days before 
calving is averaging 12 cows/100 cows recorded. 
This needs to be urgently reduced and it largely 
explains the other items mentioned above. The 
current 12 month average across all other cows 
recorded on TMS is 5/100 cows recorded.

Ketosis Risk: Given the above items, it is not 
surprising that the risk of clinical or subclinical 
ketosis is substantially higher in our data set 
than for other herds recorded and it currently 
stands at nearly double (14.2%) the TMS average 
of 7.8%. While this has come from only a small 
number of NI farms, this higher level of ketosis 
risk might reflect the significant differences 
reported above.  

Join the TMS Programme now
It is currently free to join this programme, however 
there are only a small number of places available. 
Any Lakeland NI milk suppliers interested in 
registering for the programme are asked to contact, 
Alan Hurst on +353 (0) 87 2901663.  

For more information, contact the Lakeland Agri 
Sales team or our Customer Services Centre on 
ROI: 1890 47 47 20 or NI: 028 30262311
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