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The Coronvirus continues to impact on markets

None of the 
confirmed 

Coronavirus 
cases on 
the island 
of Ireland 
have any 

connection 
to Lakeland 

Dairies.
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The spread of the Covid-19 Coro-
navirus has reached Irish shores and 
all businesses are taking steps to en-
sure that it does not affect them. 

Lakeland Dairies, across all our 
sites, are taking the strongest pos-
sible steps to ensure our business 
keeps operating fully. 

It is essential to note that, at this 
stage, none of the confirmed Corona-
virus cases on the island of Ireland 
have any connection to Lakeland 
Dairies.

However, we want to stress that 
we are taking the threat of this new 
virus extremely seriously and we be-
lieve we are taking all of the neces-
sary steps. 

All our sites continue to operate 
to the greatest level of efficiencies 
in order to make products for our 
80+ global markets using the high-
quality milk we collect daily from our 
farmers. There has been an impact 
on dairy markets in recent weeks 
(see page four for more).

 Lakeland Dairies has formed an 
emergency response team which has 
met every day since the end of Feb-

ruary to ensure the business is well 
equipped to prevent Coronavirus af-
fecting our business.

A number of key policy initiatives 
have been put in place to ensure that 
we continue to operate to full capac-
ity while protecting our farmers and 
staff. 

Staff across the business have 
been kept updated at regular inter-
vals as the situation has developed. 

• We have implemented 
strict protocols around visitors to all 
our production and administration 
sites;

• No unexpected visitors are 
permitted on our sites;

• Scheduled visitors must 
pass a comprehensive screening pol-
icy;

• Staff who were recently on 
annual leave must pass a Return-To-
Work protocol;

• Staff are being asked to im-
mediately report any symptoms to 
their managers prior to returning on 
site, or if they are on site, to do so im-
mediately;

• We are working closely 

with our own third-party suppliers 
and customers to limit risk of infec-
tion;

• All unnecessary travel has 
been suspended.

We hope that the containment 
phase we are in, as a country and as 
a business, will be enough to curtail 
the spread of Coronavirus but we 
cannot take anything for granted. 

We will remain in a heightened 
sense of awareness over the coming 
weeks.

TIPS FOR FARMERS:

• If you are delivering milk 
samples personally, we have taken 
steps to reduce inter-personal con-
tact;

• Always follow the advice 
on the HSE’s website – www.hse.ie 
regarding symptoms and if you are 
feeling unwell – contact your local 
GP;

• Continue to regularly wash 
your hands with hot and soapy water 
for at least 20 seconds and your fam-
ily does the same.

Lakeland Dairies on Coronavirus risk

What is the dairy market situation as a result of Covid19?  > page 4
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In less than a year, hundreds upon hun-
dreds of farmers have signed up to the Red 
Tractor Assurance Scheme.

The dedicated Lakeland Dairies Red 
Tractor team is on the ground working 
hand-in-hand with farmers to make the au-
dit process as seamless as possible.

This has been extremely successful and 
as sign-ups continue to roll it, we are work-
ing quickly to get the on-farm process com-
pletely quickly. 

We are providing every opportunity and 
assistance for you to become Red Tractor ap-
proved. Many of you have already signed up 
to the Scheme and it has been very encour-
aging to see so many of you sign up to Red 
Tractor.

The Red Tractor Assurance Scheme is 
the UK’s largest farm and food standards 
scheme and covers food safety, animal wel-
fare, environmental protection, traceability 
and sustainability.

Red Tractor is the minimum entry point 
for our engagement with many customers 
who are looking to ensure the highest stan-
dards of food production. 

It is an absolute necessity to supply many 
of the customers in some 80+ global mar-
kets we service. 

If you are one of the few farmers who 
have not yet registered to sign-up to the Red 
Tractor Assurance Scheme, we are strongly 
urging you to do so immediately. 

OUR DEDICATED RED TRACTOR TEAM 
WITHIN LAKELAND DAIRIES IS AVAILABLE 
TO HELP ON 028 7138 2275 OR REDTRAC-
TOR@LAKELAND.IE.

Boom sprayer course
The Ulster Farmers’ Union (UFU) has 

officially launched an in-house training di-
vision with courses designed specifically to 
help members in the day-to-day running of 
their farms. 

UFU members will save 20% by doing 
this course through the UFU training divi-
sion. 

Four courses are on offer initially: 
• Safe use of pesticides;
• Boom Sprayer (please note - Safe 

use of pesticides must be completed before 
booking this course);

• Handheld Applicator (please note 
- Safe use of pesticides must be completed 
before booking this course);

• Rodent Control.
However, any Lantra course could be of-

fered at short notice if there is sufficient in-
terest. If members have a particular need for 

a training course, please get in touch to let 
us know. 

The courses will be delivered initially 
in six locations: Armagh, Dungannon, Li-
mavady, Ballymoney, Banbridge and En-
niskillen. 

The training will be co-ordinated by 
Countryside Services Limited (CSL) with 
all training provided by Lantra approved 
instructors.

Members are able to book and pay for 
training through the UFU website or by 
calling Countryside Services on 028 877 
89770. 

Boom Sprayer  - UFU price £275 
inc VAT (non-discounted price 
£337.50 inc VAT)

(please note - Safe use of pesticides 
must be completed before booking this 
course)

Red Tractor sign-ups rolling in

Share register remains open
A reminder to suppliers that the Lakeland Dairies share register is currently open and will close 

on 30th April next.
This gives any Lakeland Dairies milk suppliers, who are currently not shareholders, an oppor-

tunity to become shareholders of Lakeland Dairies.
Being a shareholder enhances your position as a valued milk supplier and will enable your di-

rect participation in the democratic life of the co-operative, for example at AGMs and other meet-
ings where milk supplying members take decisions on the direction of the co-operative.  

It also enables you, should you wish, to go forward for elected positions within the society.
Also, existing milk supplier shareholders will have an opportunity to share up to the required 

formula if they so wish.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT OUR MEMBER RELATIONS DIVISION, ON 
028 3026 2311.

Antibiotic samples
All antibiotic cow samples left into Arti-

garvan and Ballyrashane are now tested in 
IML Laboratory, Bailieboro.

• Samples may be sent with your 
milk carter to IML.

• Samples left into Artigarvan and 
Ballyrashane will be sent to IML daily for 
testing on the next day.

• Milk suppliers can bring samples 
directly to IML.

•  Clearly label all samples with the 
tag number, what the sample is to be tested 
for ex. “Anti” and put your label with your 
supplier number on the bottle

• Results will be sent by text mes-
sage.

ONLY EMERGENCY ANTIBIOTIC TANK 
SAMPLES WILL BE TESTED IN ARTIGARVAN 
AND BALLYRASHANE 
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One third of soils in Northern Ireland at 
optimum fertility levels, new figures show
Niall McCarron
Dairy Development Programme 

The Lakeland Dairies Winter Soil 
Sampling Initiative has just completed 
1,987 individual soil samples on 164 milk 
supplier’s farms over the last few months. 

The main results are in  Table 1 below. 
Optimum results are those with a pH 

greater than 6.0, a Phosphorus (P) index 
of 2+ or higher and Potassium (K) index 
of 2- or greater. 

In general, results are better than re-
ported NI averages. 
 PATTERNS TO NOTE

• Over a quarter of soils analysed 
showed a pH of less than 6.0 which is 
detrimental to nutrient uptake and grass 
growth. 

This indicates a necessity to apply 
lime. This is the main cornerstone of soil 
health and fertility and subsequent grass 
production.

• Almost two thirds of soils are in 
a less than optimum fertility profile. Im-
provements can be made in either pH, P 
or K status. This means there is potential 
to grow more forage on farm. 

• Potassium (K) – western coun-
ties (Derry, Fermanagh and Tyrone) are 
showing lower levels of K in soils than the 
soils in Armagh/Down. 

This is important when choosing fer-
tiliser for silage production. 
REDUCE YOUR FERTILISER BILL

Armed with the knowledge garnered 
from soil sample results, these farmers 
can reduce their fertiliser bill this spring 
by making good use of soil and slurry nu-
trients. 

A calculation can be made into estab-
lishing how much chemical fertiliser to 
apply for first cut silage. 

Take account of the nutrient content 
(NPK) in any slurry applied in spring as 
this will contribute to the crop require-
ment.  

There is unlikely to be a yield re-
sponse to applying a total of more than 
120 kg N/ha for first cut (96 units nitro-
gen per acre) 

The optimum index of 2+ for phos-
phorus and 2- for potassium will maxi-
mise crop yield from the most economic 
use of inputs. 

Further applications of P to soils with 
above optimum indices are not cost effec-
tive and will be in breach of the Nitrates 
and Phosphorus Regulations. 

An application of 33 cubic metres per 
hectare (3,000 gallons/acre) of cattle 

slurry in February/early March supplies 
all the phosphate and potash needed for 
first cut silage where soils are at optimum 
levels or above. 

Sulphur is another nutrient that is of-
ten forgotten about when deciding on what 
fertiliser to spread in spring. 

AFBI researchers now recommend that 
all silage swards receive an application of 
25kg to 35kg SO3 per hectare (20 units to 
28 units S03 per acre) in spring, regardless 
of slurry application. 

Blended and straight fertilisers are 
available to meet the needs of the individ-
ual field and crop. 

 

Table 1 Number of 
samples

% of overall

Optimum Fertility 708 36%

pH of 6.0 or 
greater

1,445 73%

P index 2+ or 
greater

1,268 64%

K index 2- or 
greater

1,340 67%

Mg of 4 or greater 
(indicating excess)

926 47%

There is no one size fits all option avail-
able. 

The best way to establish which product 
suits is to have a soil analysis and make a rec-
ommendation from this base. 

If you wish to get some advice on 
fertiliser planning for the coming sea-
son you can contact our Dairy Devel-
opment Advisor, Niall McCarron on 
077 8546 9216. 

FOR FERTILISER ORDERS PLEASE CON-
TACT YOUR LOCAL LAKELAND AGRI SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE.   
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CAFRE is continuing to roll out its series of 
workshops on the ‘Responsible use of Antimi-
crobials on the Dairy Farm’. 

The workshops are free for farmers, their 
family members and farm staff, and will be de-
livered by veterinary practitioners. 

The training offered also meets the re-
quirements of various farm quality assurance 
schemes including the Red Tractor Assurance 
Scheme. 

Anyone who is in the Red Tractor scheme or 
will be joining in the next few months needs to 
have this training completed. 

Numbers are limited on each course to al-
low plenty of opportunity for discussion with 
the vets. 

Anyone wishing to attend must register in 
advance. 

To find a course near to you and to 
register please visit the CAFRE website 
(https://www.cafre.ac.uk/farm-family-
key-skills/animal-health/),  or you can 
also contact AHWNI by telephoning the 
following number: 028 7963 9333.

VENUES AVAILABLE ARE AS FOLLOWS:

• Thursday 19th March – Marketh-
ill Mart – 11am

• Thursday 26th March – Bush-
town Hotel Coleraine – 2pm

ANY QUERIES REGARDING THE EVENT 
CONTACT: NIALL MCCARRON ON 077 
85469219.

Important training for Red Tractor

Trade disruption from Coronavirus

The fallout from the Covid-19 / 
Coronavirus risk continues to impact 
on the global dairy market with con-
sumption and sentiment hit in some 
international countries.

While the wheels of Chinese indus-
try have begun to slowly roll back into 
action, the fallout from the virus ap-
pears to be only hitting the rest of the 
global economy.

In China, it is estimated that some-
where between 20% and 50% of main 
restaurants and retail chains remain 
shut as the country continues to halt 
the spread of Coronavirus. 

Therefore, consumption of all foods 
other than the essentials has been hit. 

While China is a significant im-
porter of dairy products, the Chinese 
government and people have curtailed 

China has 
the world’s 

largest 
containers 

sector.

imports of more luxury proteins such 
as dairy and beef. 

The logistics network is also af-
fected.

China has the world’s largest con-
tainers sector, handling one-third of 
total global capacity, equivalent to 
71,500 units daily at its ports.

Covid-19 has severely impacted on 
the flow of goods thanks to a shortage 
of manpower.

This impact has seen a back-log or 
log-jam of shipping containers build-
ing up at Chinese ports. 

There are hopes that China is slow-
ly returning to normality. 

Many of the important aspects of 
a functioning trade network in China, 
including customs officials and crane 
operators, have started to return to 

work in recent days which hopefully 
will begin to ease the log jam in the dis-
tribution network. 

This would be a significant help 
and would assist in a return to more 
positive sentiment in the market.

GLOBAL MILK PRODUCTION

Outside of the Coronavirus, many 
of the fundamentals remain OK. We 
are approaching the peak production 
months in Europe and in the US. 

Both regions have returned to 
growth in their milk production after 
a slow 2019 but the rate of growth is 
not huge. 

Lakeland Dairies will continue to 
monitor the global markets in the com-
ing weeks and months.

Email 
statements
We have recently contacted 
farmers for who we have email 
addresses and we will be send-
ing milk statements and farm 
notes by email in April.

For anyone who has not been 
contacted and wishes to avail 
of the service please register 
with us by contacting Member 
Relations on 1890 47 47 20 
(ROI) or +44 (0) 28 3026 2311 
(NI).


