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Improving Herd Fertility – A Priority in 2017
Lakeland Dairies / Teagasc Joint Development Programme

The
Annual General Meeting
of Members of Lakeland Dairies

Co-operative Society Ltd.

will be held on

Wednesday, 17th May 2017 at 1.00pm

in the

Hotel Kilmore, Dublin Road, Cavan

Car Parking at Rear of Hotel
*Only registered shareholders

will be admitted

MILK PLANNING SURVEY 2017
At this stage you will have received the Lakeland Dairies Milk
Planning Survey 2017 which you are requested to complete
and return to us by Friday 21st April 2017.

The information you provide in this survey will be
extremely important in assisting Lakeland Dairies to optimise
the necessary processing facilities and schemes and
services to meet the needs of current and future milk
supplies and to support you in your farming business.

All suppliers who have returned their completed survey to
us by Friday 21st April 2017 will be entered into a draw for
the following:
1st Prize: 4 Tonne of Dairy Ration
2nd Prize: 4 Tonne of Fertiliser
3rd Prize: 5 litres of Dosing

If you have any queries regarding the Milk Planning
Survey, please contact our Member Relations Division on
1890 47 47 20.

The Lakeland Dairies/Teagasc Joint
Programme recently ran an information
evening on herd fertility in the Errigal
Hotel, Cootehill.

The session was very well attended and
speakers on the night included; Enda
Duffy, joint programme dairy advisor,
Patrick Clerkin, Clerkin Veterinary
Surgeons, Seamus Hughes, Dairy
breeding specialist Progressive Genetics
and Dr Donal Patton, Ballyhaise Dairy
Herd.

Some of the main messages which came
from the speakers were:

• Problem cows and late calvers need to
be treated early in order to go back in
calf on time. Simple pre-breed heat
detection aids such as tail paint and
good records of calving dates

combined with veterinary examination
can reduce the amount of late calvers
and empty cows for next year.

• Despite the changes to the base EBI,
the targets for fertility and milk are
very clear. Improving herd fertility is
fundamental to achieving good herd
performance and the use of high EBI
genetics is an effective way to do so.

• Submission rate in the breeding
season drives herd performance along
with heat detection and record
keeping. Targets include: 90% of all
cows submitted for service in the first
3 weeks of the breeding season and
100% of all cows submitted for service
in the first 6 weeks of the breeding
season.

There was very good debate on these
and other aspects of breeding
management. However, the speakers

strongly encouraged all in attendance to
examine their own figures and put a plan
in place for the breeding season. In the
next few weeks the programme advisors
Adrian McKeague, Enda Duffy and
Michael Malone, will be running breeding
workshops to assist suppliers to this end.
These events will be hosted on local
farms and will be kept informal, practical
and hopefully useful!

If you have any questions or queries
relating to any of the above please do not
hesitate to give us a call.

Michael Malone 087-190 77 66
Adrian McKeague 087-413 8584
Enda Duffy 087-664 7022

Follow our Lakeland Dairies /
Teagasc Joint Programme on
Twitter @ Lakeland Dairies JP
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Participants graduate from Member Development Programme

Members of the Lakeland Dairies Member Development
Programme were recently awarded their certificates for
successful completion of the programme which took place from
November to January.

The programme was designed to increase member’s
understanding of the dairy industry, markets and policy as well
as increase awareness of Lakeland Dairies, its operations and
governance. The programme, which is accredited by ICOS
Skillnet, qualifies participants for admission as members of the
Plunkett Institute. Participation in the programme was open to

all members of Lakeland Dairies Regional Committees.
The programme was launched by Michael Hanley, CEO and

the series of workshops were delivered by business
professionals as well as Lakeland Dairies and ICOS staff
covering a variety of areas including: the dairy industry and
agricultural policy; corporate governance, marketing, dairy
processing and finance.

The Programme concluded with a formal dinner and the
presentation of certificates by TJ Flanagan, CEO of ICOS, to all
participants.

Back Row (l to r): Shaun Maguire, Andrew McGovern, Jim O’Rourke, Stanley Wright, PJ Tully, Eamon Marron, Padraic Mulligan,
William Kells, Colm Quinn, Stephen Hill, Lorcan McCabe, Eamon Maguire, Michael McGibney, Philip Smith.
Front Row: Raymond Brady, Martin Heaney, Michael Ryan – Secretary ,TJ Flanagan – CEO, ICOS, Eamon Duignan – Member
Relations Manager, Alo Duffy – Chairman, Michael Hanley CEO, Emer Dunne, Fearghal Sullivan, Michael Murtagh.

RESEARCH UPDATE
The impact of removal of the
seasonality formula on the eligibility of Irish herds to supply
raw milk for processing of dairy products.

Caroline Fenlon, Luke O’Grady, Finola McCoy, Erik Houtsma,
Simon J More

Milk sold by Irish farmers for manufacture must comply with
EU regulations. Under a unique derogation, Irish SCC data is
also subject to a monthly seasonal adjustment, for four months
from November to February. The rationale behind this seasonal
adjustment was to take account of the seasonality of milk
production in Ireland. However, recent research has shown no
evidence of a dilution effect on SCC with increasing milk yield
in Irish dairy cattle. Hence, as part of ongoing industry

discussions on milk quality, the sustainability of the seasonality
adjustment has been questioned.

In order to inform these discussions and to inform any future
policy decisions, the DAFM milk quality division requested that
research be carried out to estimate the impact of removal of
the seasonality formula on the eligibility of Irish herds to
supply raw milk for processing of dairy products. This work
was carried out by AHI, CVERA and UCD colleagues, using the
2013 national bulk tank SCC dataset as a sample scenario.
Bearing in mind the limitations of the available dataset, this
study showed that the modelled impact of such removal would
be relatively minor. It was estimated that in the absence of the
seasonality adjustment, an additional 0.7% of all herds would
be liable for suspension, while an additional 1.3% of the
national milk pool would be ineligible for processing.
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CELLCHECK TIP OF THE MONTH

Avoiding Chlorates and Chlorine
Contamination of Milk

Many farmers will wait until most, or
even all of the herd has calved before
doing the first milk recording of the
season……don’t wait! The sooner you
start to milk record, the sooner you will
identify infected cows that may not have
any clinical signs. Early lactation mastitis
is a high risk and dealing promptly with
new infections will give you the best
chance of curing them, and protecting the
rest of the herd.

Early milk recording will also give you
invaluable information on the success of
your dry cow treatment, and
management of your dry cows and in-calf
heifers. The CellCheck Farm Summary
Report looks specifically at mastitis
control during the dry period and at
calving, but it can only do this for cows
that have a milk recording within 60 days
of calving. So to get maximum value from
your milk recording, if you haven’t
already done a milk recording this
season, get started now!

CellCheck Farm Summary Report:

1. looks at cows and heifers separately,
so you can see any problems in
different ages of animals calving

2. shows how many animals have
picked up a new infection either over
the dry period or at calving

3. calculates the percentage of cows
cured over the dry period

4. gives both a short-term picture, as
well as a running total for mastitis
control over the entire dry
period/calving period to date.

You may think sometimes that milk
recording is a
luxury that you
can’t afford
……in fact, you
can’t afford not
to! It allows you
to react quickly
to cows with

high SCC-these cows may have no visible
signs of infection, but they will spread
infection within your herd, raise your bulk
tank SCC and are losing you money. It is
also the best tool you have to establish
which cows are the most productive in
terms of fat, protein and milk yields, and
are ‘paying their way’. So don’t delay, get
started today!

CONTACT:
Progressive Genetics: (01) 4502142

Further information on milk recording is
available in Guideline 23 of the CellCheck
Farm Guidelines for Mastitis Control.

Don’t delay, get started today!

1) Rinse plant with 14 litres of water per unit after milking,
many wash up trough’s are too small to hold enough rinse
water and allowing the tap to run during the rinsing process
may not be adequate. Fit sufficient sized troughs.

2) Hot wash circulation should not last more than 10 minutes
and the dump temperature of this water should be over 55
degrees, starting temperature 80 degrees, a thermometer
will be necessary to verify these temperatures.

3) Follow the manufactures recommendations in relation to
detergent / steriliser use. Always measure with a graduated

jug, with chemical usage, over use can be a bigger problem
than under use.

4) If changing detergent / steriliser supplier, it may be
necessary to re calibrate your milk tank automatic washing
system or your chemical container.

5) If purchasing detergents / sterilisers through a purchasing
group, buy chlorine-free products, don’t over order, keep
chemicals fresh and always store in a dark area.

6) Finally, ensure all chemicals are rinsed from the plant again
with 14 litres of water per unit.

Have vacancies for Milk Recorders in
Clones/Monaghan, Belturbet, Kells /

Carlanstown areas ...

Only those available to work in the
morning and evening times need apply.

Contact Louise 087 2505723 or lknight@progressivegenetics.ie

2017 Herd Health Certificates are enclosed with your Milk Statement, please file in a safe place and return white pages 1 and 3
only, signed by you and your Vet when herd test is completed. A list of milk producing animals is no longer required.



Lakeland Dairies do not in any circumstances accept responsibility for the accuracy of
any advertisement published and disclaim all and any liability for loss or damage of any
nature arising from the publication of any advertisement.

FOR SALE: British Friesian and British Friesian cross
Holstein bulls from high yielding herd, born January 2016,

Dams BF to 5% and PR to 3.8%. Reasonably priced.
Contact: 087 6811713_____________________________________________

FOR SALE: 1st and 2nd year calved Holstein Friesian
heifers and cows, from high EBI, 8000 lt herd,

total solids 540kgs per cow, low SCC.
Contact: Paddy Matthews, 087 9582715_____________________________________________

FOR SALE: GREENHILLS HERD. Breeding for milk
solids and fertility. Herd Average 3.57pr/4.33bf, MS

513kgs/cow. Pedigree Registered Friesian bulls with
Genomic EBI’s to €225, born Spring 2016. Breed by top AI
bulls HZB, LWR, FYK. Vaccinated for BVD, LEPTO and IBR.

Contact: Kevin Clare, Ardee, 087 2766672_____________________________________________
FOR SALE: 15 freshly calved Holstein British Friesian
heifers, out of AI and stock bull. Contact: 087 9351829._____________________________________________

FULL CLEARANCE SALE: of entire herd of 50, 1st, 2nd
and 3rd calvers at Carnaross mart, Monday 17th April at

12.00 noon. TB and export tested. Good proteins, butter fats
and low SCC’s. Owner retiring from dairy farming._____________________________________________

REARING: Have your replacement heifers contract reared.
Contact: Peter Walsh 087 8571435_____________________________________________

THE FAIRYMOUNT DISPERSAL SALE
WEDNESDAY, 3RD MAY 2017 at 12 Noon

At ATTYCONNOR, Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath
for Mr Richard Walsh (087-4185123)

Dispersal Sale Entire Milking Herd 100 Cows
plus Entire groups of 16 Bulling Heifers;

20 Heifer Calves & 2 Stock Bulls._____________________________________________
DONEGAL FRIESIAN BREEDERS SHOW AND SALE

WEDNESDAY, 19TH APRIL 2017
Show at 11.00am and Sale at 1.00pm,

at East Donegal Mart, Raphoe, Co. Donegal.
Enquiries: 074 9381147 or 086 8330305

70 Calved Heifers.
Normal Mart Fees apply, free transport for all animals purchased

IFFPG Farm Plastic collections in association with

SMITHS PLASTIC
RECYCLING

WESTMEATH: Milltown Sean Doolin Pk, Rathconrath 19th April,
Ringtown GAA, Whitehall, Castlepollard 21st April, Delvin Mart
22nd April, Athlone Gaffneys Farm & Equestrian, Moydrum 24th
April, Moate Agri Supplies Dublin Rd 25th April, Ballinagore GAA
Kilbeggan 27th April, Rochfortbridge, Ex-Ascon Site Rhode Rd.,
28th April, Tom Flynn & Sons The Downs Mullingar 29 April.
LONGFORD: Aughnacliffe GAA 2nd May, Dromard GAA Legga
Moyne 4th May, Drumlish Mulleadys Civic Amenity Site 5th
May, Ballymahon Mart 6th May, Killashee GAA 9th May, Shroid
GAA Edgeworthstown Rd, 11th May, Granard Mart 13th May.
MONAGHAN: Three Mile House GAA 16th May, Ballybay Mart
18 May, Clones Mart 20th May, McNallys Quarry Glaslough
22nd May, ScotchCorner Landfill 8-4pm 23rd May, Brookfield
Agri Castleblaney 25th May.

CONTACT RONAN 086 2506129
Plastic must be clean, no net mixed with plastic, inserts of meal
bags removed, Drums must be triple rinsed.


