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Other quality criteria
and conditions include:
No added water or antibiotics
and a minimum collection of
greater than 250 litres.
No unscheduled collections or
carrying or holding milk from
one month to the next.
A signed milk supply
agreement must also be in
place.

The Bord Bia Dairy Assurance Scheme is now the required standard for the
Irish Dairy Industry, it sets out the criteria to produce quality milk and supports
the industry to market dairy products worldwide.

Almost 100% of Lakeland Dairies suppliers are participating in the scheme and
92% of suppliers are fully certified.

Most suppliers are now progressing towards their second and third audits
within the scheme.

Problem areas with re-audits are:
• Medicine Purchase and Usage records (Full 18 months dating back to last

audit required)
• Farm Safety Risk Assessment updated and available for inspection
• Dairy hygiene issues (tight fitting doors, no gaps in walls/around pipes etc.,

clean ceiling, walls and floor, etc.)
• Clean and well maintained milking equipment (clusters, jars, milk tubes etc)
• Health & Safety issues (PTO guards on machinery, Slurry lagoons securely

fenced)

Suppliers who are not fully certified under the Sustainable Dairy Assurance
Scheme will be subject to a deduction of 2 cpl from 1st January 2018. For
advice on the Sustainable Dairy Assurance Scheme and assistance with your
certification, please contact our Member Relations Division on 1890 47 47 20.

OUT OF SEASON BONUS SCHEME 2017 / 18

Soil Sampling
Programme 17/18

Bord Bia Sustainable Dairy
Assurance Scheme (SDAS)

The Lakeland Dairies Subsidised Soil Sampling
Programme will be available for the months of
December, January & February. The service which
includes having soil samples taken and tested is
available at a subsidised cost of €12 / sample to all
Lakeland Dairies milk suppliers.

Milk suppliers wishing to avail of this service
should contact Member Relations on 1890 47 47
20 to register before Friday 24th November.

Soil testing and the correct use of the results
generated is not only fundamental to growing high
yields of good quality grass; it also has the added
economic advantage of enabling a more efficient
use of organic manures and bagged fertiliser.

HHeerrdd HHeeaalltthh CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess
Please return all Herd Health Certificates by

Friday 24th November 2017.
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Lakeland Dairies do not in any circumstances accept responsibility for the accuracy of
any advertisement published and disclaim all and any liability for loss or damage of any
nature arising from the publication of any advertisement.

Dry cow therapy-selective or blanket?
There is much discussion lately about the growing challenge of
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), and how the use of antibiotics in both
humans and animals can contribute to it. The use of antibiotics at the
end of lactation is one area that is receiving increasing attention.
There is much discussion about whether farmers should use blanket
or selective dry cow therapy in their herds-what does this actually
mean and why do we use dry cow therapy at all?

Remember!
Dry cow therapy (DCT) consists of intramammary antibiotic tubes
and/or internal teat sealer. The purpose of DCT is to:

1. eliminate existing udder infections at the end of lactation
2. and prevent new infections over the dry period.

Blanket DCT:
This is when all quarters of all cows are treated with antibiotic.

Selective DCT:
This is when only selected cows i.e. those with infected quarters, are
treated with antibiotic. Internal teatsealer can then be used in the
remainder of the herd.

When it comes to deciding between blanket and selective DCT, it is not
a case of “one size fits all”. However, there are certain criteria that a
herd owner should be able to fulfil, in order to safely consider using
selective DCT. For example, regular milk recording is essential, as
without this it is not possible to make informed decisions on the likely
infection status of each individual animal. Milk cultures results are
also important, as blanket DCT may still be necessary for some herds
depending on the bacterial challenges that they face. Excellent
hygiene when administering any DCT is critical, but even more so with
selective DCT, as there is no antibiotic being administered at the same
time.
For full details on using selective DCT in your herd, read Management
Note C in the ‘CellCheck Farm Guidelines for Control’, and discuss with
your vet. If you can’t fulfil all the recommended criteria, for example if
you are not milk recording, then start milk recording now so that by
Autumn 2018 you will be in a better position to consider selective DCT
for your herd and to safely reduce the amount of antibiotic that you
use.
For more information and practical tips on Dry Cow Therapy, see
CellCheck Farm Guidelines for Mastitis Control-Guidelines 16 – 18 &
Management Notes C – F.

BORDBIA PAPERWORK
ANIMAL MEDICINE RECORDS

PASS YOUR AUDIT/DEPT INSPECTIONS
(083)8837079 (087)6357483

KGL AGRI SERVICES

For Sale

Wednesday 25th October in
Cootehill mart @1.00pm.

Autumn calving section of herd
1ST TO 4TH LACTATION

COWS AND HEIFERS
ALL AI BRED, AVERAGE PRODUCTION

5,566 LTS, SCC 130, PR 3.4% BF 4.01%
AVARAGE FOR YEAR AND HERD EBI 74.

Contact;
Douglas Kinkade

087 2527174.

500 BALES OF
FIRST CUT SILAGE

Contact; 086 3814829. Kells area.

CONTRACT REARER AVAILABLE TO
REAR CALVES AND MAIDEN HEIFERS

Castleblaney area.
Contact; 087 3583647

YOUNG FARMER LOOKING TO ESTABLISH
GRASS BASED DAIRY FARM IN

LAKELAND REGION

LOOKING FOR LONG TERM LEASE OR
SHARE-MILKING AGREEMENT

Can bring stock to the arrangement if the
right opportunity arises.

Preferably looking for upwards
of 100 acres.

Call (086)-3027665
if interested

and to discuss options.

Follow our Lakeland Dairies /
Teagasc Joint Programme

on Twitter @ Lakeland Dairies JP


