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IML LABORATORIES
Contact Details:
042 967 5353

CellCheck Top 500 Winners 2016
Congratulations on Winning this Prestigious Award, it is due
recognition of you and the herd performance on your farm

Micheál Duffy
Qualified

Hoof Trimming
Specialist

087 974 9885
Hoof Care Services

For Sale
The Shrule Pedigree Herd

Offers For Sale

40 Incalf Friesian Heifers,
Average EBI 113, Calving Spring 2017

to A.I Friesian.

Heifers sired by PBM, GYR,, YBD, PKX,
ZTG and Castledale Yugo

(British Friesian)

Bulls chosen to balance strenghts
and weaknesses

Contact: Stanley & Evelyn Wright,
Abbeyshrule, Ballymahon,

Co.Longford.

Call 087 638 3275 / 044 935 7651

For Sale
Spring calving pedigree registered
friesian heifers from 1800 gallon
herd at 3.52 protein and all in-calf

to dairy sires.
Call 0868331510
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Johnes Disease Workshops

HHeerrdd HHeeaalltthh CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess
Please return all Herd Health Certificates by 

Friday 24th November 2017.

Follow our 
Lakeland Dairies / 

Teagasc Joint Programme 
on Twitter @ Lakeland Dairies JP

Two new Board Members take up their positons on the
board of Lakeland Dairies this month;

PJ Tully replaces Sean Finnegan, in the Cavan Central Area.

Niall Matthews replaces Gerard Melia, in the Louth,
Monaghan South and East Area.

We wish the new Board Members the best of luck in their
new roles and we thank the retiring members for their work
over the past number of years and wish them well in their
retirement from the Board.

There will be five supplier information meetings in
November/December. Michael Hanley, CEO, and members of
the management team will attend. We encourage all suppliers
to attend one of these meetings.

The date and venues are as follows;

Monday 27th November
Hotel Kilmore, Cavan 11:00 am
Headfort Arms Hotel, Kells 2:30 pm

Tuesday 28th November
The Glencarn Hotel, Castleblayney 2:00 pm

Friday 1st December
Longford Arms Hotel, Longford 11:00 am
Bloomfield House Hotel, Mullingar 2:30 pm

New Board 
Members Elected

Supplier Information
Meetings

Johnes Disease is a
bacterial disease affecting
cattle, for which there is no
cure.  It has the potential to
have a significant negative
impact on the dairy industry.

Cattle usually become infected as calves from taking milk or
food contaminated by the dung or milk of infected adult
cattle. The signs of infection appear very gradually with
reduced feed conversion efficiency leading to loss of
productivity followed by weight loss, scour and ultimately
death. Very often the signs of Johnes’ disease won’t actually
be visible until the animal has had 3 or more calves.  

Due to the potential consequences of this complex disease
action is needed at farm level.

Lakeland Dairies, in association with Animal Health Ireland,
are running a number of farmer awareness workshops in the
catchment area in early December. This programme aims to
raise awareness of Johnes Disease and encourage all
Lakeland Dairies suppliers to take part in the Irish Johnes
Control Programme. All workshops will be facilitated by a
co-op milk advisor and a local vet, they will start at 11 am
and will last an hour, see dates and venues below:

Hotel Kilmore Cavan, Tuesday 5th December
Shirley Arms Hotel Carrickmacross, Wednesday 

6th December 
Bloomfield House Hotel Mullingar, Friday 8th December 
Headford Arms Hotel Kells, Monday 11th December
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Soil Sampling
Programme 17/18

Prudent Antibiotic Use
CELLCHECK TIP OF THE MONTH
Is it time to rethink how we use antibiotic dry cow therapy?

What is antibiotic resistance, and why are we so
concerned about it recently?

What role does antibiotic use play in its development, and
how can those of us working in the dairy sector positively
influence this?

Is there an opportunity for more prudent use of antibiotics
on Irish dairy farms, particularly when drying off cows?  

What science is available to help guide these decisions,
while stillprotecting the udder health of the herd? 

This article looks at these areas, drawing on national and
international research to answer some of these questions,
while also highlighting that there are still some questions to
which we don’t have all the answers.

WHAT IS ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE?
While antibiotic resistance, or AMR (antimicrobial resistance)
as it is usually referred to, is a natural phenomenon and has
been around as long as antimicrobials have been, it is fast
becoming part of our everyday vocabulary. 

This is because the pace at which it has been developing in
more recent years has increased, and it is now recognised as
being a significant threat to human health. AMR is resistance of
a microorganism to a drug to which it was previously
susceptible. When the microorganism is a bacterium, and the
drug to which it is resistant is an antibiotic, this is known as
antibiotic resistance.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ANTIBIOTICS IN 
HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH
Since the discovery of penicillin in 1928, antibiotics have
revolutionised human and animal health and improved the
quality of all of our lives. However, this is now changing, with
AMR effectively ‘weakening’ these invaluable medical
treasures. By 2050, it is estimated that AMR-related deaths in
humans will have increased more than 10-fold globally, with
more people dying of  AMR than from cancer. Hence the sense
of urgency about addressing this issue, and doing so at a
global level. 

AMR is linked to antibiotic use – increased antibiotic use in
both humans and animals is linked to an increase in AMR. In
relation to mastitis-causing pathogens, there is evidence to
show that different bacterial species develop resistance to
different antibiotic groups at different rates. Currently,
antibiotics are used by doctors to treat sick people, and in the
agricultural sector to treat animals. 

In recent years, there has been increasing recognition of the
linkage between AMR in people and antibiotic use in animals.
For these reasons, there is increasing scrutiny of the use of
antibiotics in the agricultural sector. There is agreement on the
importance of antibiotics to treat sick animals. However, it is no
longer considered acceptable that antibiotics should be used to
prevent disease, particularly when there are other proven
strategies. 

The focus of the Cellcheck programme is on improving
herd and udder health, thereby reducing clinical and subclinical
disease and also reducing the need for antimicrobials.

The Lakeland Dairies Subsidised Soil
Sampling Programme will be available for
the months of December, January &
February. The service which includes
having soil samples taken and tested is available at a
subsidised cost of €12 / sample to all Lakeland Dairies
milk suppliers.
Milk suppliers wishing to avail of this service should contact
Member Relations on 1890 47 47 20 to register before
Friday 24th November. 
Soil testing and the correct use of the results generated is
not only fundamental to growing high yields of good quality
grass; it also has the added economic advantage of
enabling a more efficient use of organic manures and
bagged fertiliser.
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Dry Cow Therapy
Drying off cows is a very important job at this time of year.
Not only is it an essential part of the preparation for the
spring calving season but also offers a  chance  to cure cows
that had Somatic Cell Count issues throughout the year and
give them time to recover and repair ahead of next year’s
lactation.
The following are guidelines for successfully drying off cows:

• Dry off cows once their production reaches 10 Litres or
less per day

• Aim to give all cows a minimum of 8 weeks dry, 10-12
weeks for 1st lactation animals, thin or lame cows.

• Dry off cows in batches no bigger than 10 at a time (if
doing greater numbers than this get help)

• Dry off should be carried out as a separate job from
milking.

• Sort out tubes and disinfectant before starting out, put on a
new set of clean gloves for drying off

• Completely clean and disinfect the end of each teat prior to
administering tubes starting with the front ones first.

• Treat the teats nearest you first, followed by the teats
further away.

• Teat dip or spray all teats immediately after treatment.

Mark each cow dried off with spray marker, remove these
from the milking herd, update medicine records noting tag
numbers treated, treatment date and withdrawal dates.

Take time when drying off cows this winter, make sure that
this job is carried out in bright conditions so that you can
clearly see what you are doing.

Selective Dry Cow Therapy
The quantity of antibiotics used in farming is an increasing
cause for concern. It causes antimicrobial resistance (AMR)
which will lead to restricted drug availability into the future.
One area that will be greatly affected is Dry Cow Therapy.

The debate is around Blanket versus Selective Dry Cow
Therapy. Only suppliers who satisfy ALL of the following
criteria should consider Selective Dry Cow Therapy:

• MILK RECORDING - Regular milk recording is essential to

allow SDCT - At least 5 tests of each milking animal within

your herd.  Previous years recording results will also help if

available.

• LOW SOMATIC CELL COUNT TANK RESULTS - Only

suppliers with bulk tank results averaging under 150,000

SCC should consider SDCT

• LOW INDIVIDUAL COW SAMPLES - Only cows with

individual SCC results below 100,000 SCC and no clinical

mastitis cases the previous lactation should consider SDCT

• TEST CLOSE TO DRY OFF - Milk recording should be

carried out no more than 2 weeks prior to dry off to give

the most accurate SCC reading available.

• And in conjunction with veterinary advice

Remember if choosing to use Selective Dry Cow Therapy 
you MUST use sealers on all non-treated cows.


