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Toasting success! Crowds flock to award-
winning Lakeland farm in Monaghan

Showcasing the best-of-the best was the order
of the day at the National FarmOpen Day held
on the farm of Darran and Denise McKenna
earlier this month.

The husband-and-wife team from Emyvale on
the rolling drumlins of CoMonaghan were the
winners of the 2018 National Dairy Council
(NDC) and Kerrygold Quality Milk Award and
they are the first farmers from the northern
half of Ireland to win the prestigious award.

The Quality Milk Awards recognise standards
of excellence in dairy farming, with dairy co-
operatives throughout the country invited to
nominate their top suppliers. Qualifying
criteria include exceptional standards in milk
hygiene, farm standards and farmer
innovation and vision.

The McKenna family milk approximately 100
cows and faced stiff competition from eight
other farms to take home the award last year.
As well as winning the overall top award last
year, they also took home the herd health
category award.

The farm walk was organised by Teagasc,
Lakeland Dairies the NDC and Ornua (the
company behind the Kerrygold brand).

Lakeland Dairies chairman Alo Duffy said the
Co-op is proud of theMcKenna’s achievements
and he paid tribute to their farm at the event.

“We are extremely proud to have suppliers the
calibre of Darran and Denise. Their
achievement in winning the 2018 NDC /
Kerrygold Quality Milk Award is quite
outstanding.

“Darran and Denise’s skill, dedication and
commitment to excellence over the years made
them a very deserving winner of last year’s
award. Being the first winners from the
northern half of the country is an extra special
recognition for their achievement. The
McKennas bring passion to all aspects of their
farm family and this is clear to see this as you
walk about the farm.
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Crowds at the Lakeland, Teagasc, National Dairy Council and Kerrygold event on the farm of Darran and
Denise McKenna on Tuesday 12 June last. The McKennas won the prestigious 2018 NDC /Kerrygold Quality Milk Awards.

“Lakeland is honoured to have
be involved with Teagasc, the
NDC and Ornua and as part of

our shared vision for creating a strong,
sustainable industry for all.

“We wish the McKennas every good and
continued success into the future,” Alo said.
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Grasswatch and other top tips from the
Lakeland Dairies Member Relations team

Private Well Water testing

With grass growth rates in the
Lakeland catchment area ranging from
67kg dry matter per hectare (DM/ha)
to 91kgDM/Ha it just illustrates the
diversity of the region in which our
suppliers farm.
It also shows that farms are still growing in
excess of grass demand. The key question now
is how to manage this surplus grass.

Maintaining grass quality –
reproductive stage
The grass plant is now in the process of
moving into its reproductive stage on your
farms. This means the plant now wants to
produce seed-heads. Seed-heads require a
strong stem to hold them upright therefore,
grass swards begin to get stemmy.
Increasing amounts of stemmy material in the
sward will depress digestibility, intakes, milk
yield and milk protein. In order to maintain
quality we should:

• Keep pre-grazing yield at around 1,400kg
DM and graze out to 4cm.

• Operate a short rotation length when
growth rates are high (17 – 20 days). If
grass grows fast, cows should move fast.

• Graze down to 4cm every time, this ensures
that swards are high quality for the next
grazing.

• Cut surplus grass as bales (see below), this
ensures cows are not asked to graze out
high covers.

• Summer grass quality can also be improved
through alternating the second cut silage
area by closing some of the grazing area
instead and incorporating the aftergrass
into the grazing platform. However this
relies on the silage ground being accessible
for the milking herd to graze.

What to do with this extra
grass?
Ideally, surplus grass will be removed as soon
as possible to allow sufficient time for
regrowth of the sward so that it comes back
into the grazing rotation within 20 – 24 days.
However, getting two dry days together at
present is proving to be difficult. There is no
issue with allowing a surplus paddock to bulk
up for a few days provided you budget for that
paddock to be out of the grazing rotation for at
least four weeks.

Removing surplus grass in the form of baled
silage also removes nutrients from the soil. A
quick rule of thumb is that for every four
bales/acre that are removed, the equivalent of
a bag of 0:7:30 has also been removed. These
vital nutrients need to be replaced to keep
grass growth at optimum levels in the
paddock.

Cattle slurry is an excellent source of
Phosphorus (P) and Potash (K) and spreading
1,000 – 1,500gal/acre after removing bales
will replace those nutrients. Applying this
slurry using low-emission techniques gives the
best results, while also maximising the
nitrogen content of the slurry.

Fertiliser for grazing
With many farms, having removed a lot of
area for surplus bales it is important to
continue to apply nitrogen as per the table
below. Protected Urea products can be used
during this summer period.
Rate of nitrogen to be applied at various
milking platform S/R’s. *Adhere to the upper
limits of the nitrates directive

Fertiliser for silage
Have you applied enough of the right
nutrients to grow an excellent crop of second
cut silage? The table below lays out the
guidelines for what a second cut requires:

• 1,000 gal/acre cattle slurry (7%DM) spread
using low emission techniques will provide
N, P & K in the ratio - 6:5:32

• 1,000 gal/acre cattle slurry (7%DM) spread
using splash plate will provide N, P & K in
the ratio - 3:5:32

• 1,000 gal/acre pig slurry (4%DM) spread
using low emission techniques will provide
N, P & K in the ratio - 19:7:20

• 1,000 gal/acre pig slurry (4%DM) spread
using splash plate will provide N, P & K in
the ratio - 13:7:20

Calculate your crop requirement taking

account of the levels of slurry applied.

For any help or advice on any of the issues in
this month’s Grasswatch notes please contact
either Adrian on (087)4138584, Colin on
(087)7467424 or Owen on (087)3302254

Water from private wells which is used in the
washing of milking equipment must comply
with the Potable Water Directive for
Department of Agriculture regulations and
Quality Assurance Schemes.
A water testing service is available through our
Member Relations Division with the analysis
carried out by IML. The cost of this service will
be !40 plus VAT per sample. The water quality
indicator bacteria tested for are E.coli and
Enterococci.

Microbiologically contaminated water can
cause:
• Elevated TBCs and Thermoduric bacteria
counts in milk

• Contaminate the household supply and
may cause human health problems

Possible Sources of Contamination
of well water
• Animals having unrestricted access to the
source of the well.

• Inadequate protection from contamination
from surface run off, particularly yards and
sheds, dungsteads, leaking or over flowing
slurry storage tanks.

• Slurry/sewage spreading in wrong
conditions or too close to the well.

• Inadequately maintained well head and/or
surrounding area.

• Flood waters

Corrective Action
• Fence off and secure the source or the well
head from animal access.

• Provide suitable drainage channel to direct
runoff and rain water away from the well
head area.

• Wells should be covered and sealed and
maintained in good condition, protected
from animal access and farm activities.

• Repair, clean, flush and disinfect well and
storage tanks.

• Change to another clean source or mains
supply

Use peracetic acid as a rinsing solution to flush
wells (this is a temporary solution). The
installation of an UV lamp is strongly advised
as a permanent solution.

Stocking June
Rate (units/acre)

(cows/Ha)
<3.4 0-14

3.4 – 3.7 14
3.7 – 3.9 21
3.9 – 4.1 28
4.1 – 4.5 35

>4.5 40

Grass Yield N P K
tDM/ha (units/acre) (units/acre) (units/acre)

2
(4t/ac fresh) 40 6 40

4
(6t/ac fresh) 60 10 60

6
(8t/ac fresh) 80 13 80
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One of the most important shows on a
farmer’s calendar took place again last month.
The Balmoral Show took place from 15th to
18th May last with a record 120,000 people
visiting over the course of the four days.

Members of staff from across the Lakeland
Dairies business as well as Board members
met with suppliers, shareholders and their
families throughout the week. It was the first
major agricultural show to take place following
themerger of Lakeland Dairies and LacPatrick
Dairies.

As well as being treated to the famous
Lakeland Dairies hospitality and top-quality
ice-creams, suppliers got an update on the
state-of-play since the merger and what the
outlook for the business is into the future.

With Red Tractor now being rolled out across
all suppliers in Northern Ireland, the Show
was a great opportunity for farmers to get
more information on the scheme.

The Show was also a great week for Lakeland
suppliers in the showring with a number of
farmers winning rosettes across the categories.
Have a look through some of the images from
a bustling Lakeland stand at the 2019 Balmoral
Show.

Another busy Balmoral!

That winning feeling! A Co Down farmer is celebrating after
striking it lucky thanks to Lakeland Dairies
Agri.

Thomas Travers from the Cabra Road,
Newry was chosen from thousands of entries
made at the Balmoral Show last month to
win £1,000 worth of quality Lakeland
manufactured feed.

Lakeland Agri ran a competition over the
course of the week at the Show encouraging
Lakeland suppliers to enter in the hope of
winning the big prize. Thomas was chosen at
random from all those who entered and was
presented with his prize earlier this month.

Michael McGeeney from the Lakeland Agri
NI team was on hand to present Thomas
with the prize.

“I’m delighted to have
won the prize. It is great at

this time of the year to have a
boost like this to the farm. I’d like
to thank everyone at Lakeland
Dairies for running the
competition,” Thomas said.



The case for the dairy
markets this month remains
largely similar to the Farm
Notes from last month.

• Production in the main milk-
producing regions across the
globe remains subdued but
demand is sluggish,
particularly in the EU. Overall,
themarkets can be described as
reasonable.
•.While the discussions around
Brexit have taken a backseat in
recent weeks, the UK’s decision
to leave the EU continues to

cast a shadow over the dairy
industry, especially for butter.
In the lead-up to the March
deadline for Brexit, large
volumes of products such as
butter and cheese were
exported by many processors
into the UK in anticipation of a
hard Brexit.
• Much of these products remain
in the UKwaiting to be sold out
of storage. This is putting a
drag on prices.
• Official butter prices have
slipped to a four-year low in
recent weeks.

• Overall prices at the latest

Global Dairy Trade (GDT)

auction in New Zealand were

down by over 3%.

• In terms of production, the

news continues to be positive.

• As the New Zealand 2018/2019

milking season comes to a

close, production in April was

down by 9.4%. April in New

Zealand is the equivalent to

November in Ireland in terms

of the supply curve.

• Elsewhere, Australia continues

to suffer drought and milk

production is under pressure.

The Netherlands, France and
Germany are not hitting the
peaks they would like to and
growth in the US is there but is
sustainable. Ireland, the UK
and Poland remain the EU
nations growing more than
others.
• As always, there are factors
outside of anyone’s control that
impact on a business. Brexit,
trade wars, weather events,
demand, customers trends are
factors we must contend with
and navigate while looking at
returning a sustainable price
back to the Lakeland farmers.
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Lakeland Agri, in conjunction
with the Lakeland Dairies /
Teagasc Joint Programme, will
host amajor interactive grassland
event in July.

The Getting More from
Grassland event is taking place on
Wednesday 10 July next and will
bring industry-leading experts
from across the grassland, soil
fertility and technology sectors
together in one spot.

The event will take place on the
farm of Alan Mackarel near
Clones in CoMonaghan. Alan has
been on a continuous journey of
reseeding and soil improvement
on his farm over the years.
On the day, topics including how
to get your soil structure and
fertility right and what seed will
match your farm will be
discussed. There will also be an
interactive demonstration
highlighting the differences
between ploughing, direct drill
and min-tilling and which
technique is best for your farm.

Speakers on the day include
representatives from Lakeland
Dairies, seed companies
Germinal and Goldcrop as well as
soil fertility experts Dr Stan Lalor
from Grassland Agro and Dr
David Atherton from Thomson
and Joseph.

Alan Hurst is Technical and
Product Manager with Lakeland
Agri and encouraging farmers to
attend.

“We are delighted to have put
together such as an informative
and knowledgeable group of
speakers for our Getting More
from Grassland event. Getting your
soil fertility to the optimal levels
will ensure that more grass will
grow which will, in turn, help drive
profitability at farm level.
Productive grassland is the
foundation for any successful farm
business. Alan Mackarel is top of
his game in terms of growing
grass and there will be plenty of
practical information for farmers
on the day. Lakeland Agri is
delighted to be running this event
and we hope to see you all there.”

The event is approved for the
Knowledge Transfer (KT) scheme
by the Department of Agriculture
Food and the Marine (DAFM)
and will count as one of the
necessary five meetings as part of
the KT scheme.

The Getting More from Grassland will
take place on Alan Mackarel’s farm at
Granshamore, Stonebridge, Clones,
Monaghan on Wednesday 10th July
2019 from 11.00am to 1.30pm.

Eircode: H23 WP68

Refreshments will be served.

DAFM registration for Knowledge
Transfer group participants will be
from 10.45am to 11.45am

Brexit impacts on butter

Major grassland event
planned for Monaghan farm

Cavan Farming
Solutions

We will provide full preparation
of all documentation for your

Board Bia audit

We also provide full set up and
training on AgriNet herd app

management systems

Please contact
087 2710598

(Gerard Lynch) for further
information on the above.

The Lakeland Dairies’
Member Relations
Division works
closely with all our
milk produce to help
drive profitability
at farm level as
well as provid-ing
information on the
progress of the
Society.
 
We are always
excited to
hear from new
entrants.

Contact us by
calling
1890 47 47 20 (ROI)
or
+44 (0) 28 3026
2311 (NI).

Contact

FOR SALE
12 Friesian heifer
calves PBR from

milk-recorded herd.
087 248 2292


