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Lakeland Dairies Fertiliser Discount
To assist farmers in growing and conserving much needed grass, Lakeland Dairies have introduced a
discount of !20/tonne on fertiliser purchases effective from 1st August to the end of the fertiliser
spread season.

For further details contact your Lakeland Agri representative or call 1890 47 47 20

Keeping a focus on
Thermoduric Bacteria

These bacteria can survive pasteurisation, cause quality defects and may
cause milk to be unsuitable for manufacture of infant formula and other
products.

Thermoduric bacteria are found in silage, faeces, animal bedding, dust
and soil; these materials will naturally adhere to the cow’s body and
teats.

Ideally TH-MO readings should be under 500 indicating that good hygiene
practices are evident on farm. Where counts are over 500/ml there will be
areas that need attention.

Improper or no washing and drying of teats allow deposits containing the
thermoduric bacteria contaminate the milk, liners, milking line and milk
tank. Maintaining the cow’s environment clean, dry and free from
accumulations of waste silage and slurry will help reduce bacteria levels.
Maintaining farm roadways and gaps as well as cleaning collecting yards,
cubicles and passageways daily will also reduce contamination levels.

Other steps to maintaining low thermoduric bacteria levels in milk;
1 Present clean cows for milking
2 Change liners and ruberware regularly
3 Use cleaning products as recommended for machines and bulk tank
4 Use peracetic acid daily in the final rinse water
5 Cluster dipping between cows with peracetic acid
6 Descale plant weekly
7 Use hot water at 75 to 80 degrees, check temperature regularly.

If you have a Thermoduric problem – please contact our Member
Relations Division on 1890 47 47 20 for help on solving the issue.

The Deadline for chemical fertilizer application
has been extended to the end of September.

Virginia Show Dairy Conference
10.30am School Canteen

Topics
Optimum Stocking Rates

& Managing Stress in Difficult Times
See Virginia Show Website for Further Details
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Need to upgrade your Milk Tank?

40% support available under TAMS

60% support for young qualified farmers

Closing date 7th of September, 2018.

Attractive allowances for Trade-in on your old tank.

We have a team of experienced, accredited consultants based in
your local area available to guide you through the application

process. Fast, reliable, hassle free service guaranteed.

Contact us today on 087-3575198

Leading Sustainable, Profitable Agriculture

Assuming you started the spring with a new set of liners, then it’s
definitely time to change them now if you haven’t already done so.
To help prevent mastitis, it is recommended that liners are changed every
2,000 milkings, or every 6 months whichever comes first. For example, for
the average milk recording herd of 79 cows, if the full herd has been
milking since March 1st in a 10-unit swing over parlour, the milking liners
will have clocked up over 2,800 milkings by 31st August. These liners had
completed 2,000 milkings by July 4th!

Cluster liners are designed to flex and squeeze the teat during each
pulsation cycle. This massages teats and maintains blood supply. While
liners are working they begin to lose tension, absorb fat and hold bacteria.
After too many milkings this can reduce the speed and completeness of
milking, resulting in a loss in milk yield. It also increases teat end damage
and increase the spread of mastitis bacteria. Fatigued rubber can also
hold bacteria and this can increase the total bacterial count (TBC) if dirt is
being trapped.

Estimate how often you should change your liners, based on the number
of rows you’re milking:

No. of rows Days between changes
6 167
7 143
8 125
9 111
10 100
11 91
12 83
13 77
14 71

So, if you’re milking 8 rows of cows, you should be changing your liners
every 125 days, which is approx. every 4 months If you’re milking 11
rows of cows, you should be changing your liners every 91 days, which is
approx., every 3 months.

Changing Liners

CELLCHECK TIP OF
THE MONTH
TTeeaatt ddiissiinnffeeccttiioonn……..nnoott jjuusstt aa wwiinntteerr ssppoorrtt!!

Good teat disinfection after milking reduces new mastitis infections by
50%. It does this by killing the bacteria that are left behind after
milking, and by maintaining the teat skin in good condition. The goal
should be to cover all of the skin, on all of the teats, of all of the cows,
all of the time! The only part of the milking machine that comes in
contact with the cow is the liner, and it happens every time the cow is
milked. So even in summer you need to continue disinfecting those
teats…..it’s not just a winter sport! You also must make sure that the
whole teat surface touched by the cluster liner has been disinfected - a
drop of teat disinfectant at the end of the teat is not enough!

How do you know if you’re getting good coverage?
• look at teats after spraying - it can help if you use a product that’s

clearly visible on the teat skin after it’s been sprayed on. All sides of
the teat barrel should be covered.

• calculate the volume used per milking - you need to allow at least
15 mL/cow/milking. So for example, if you’re milking 100 cows you
should be using at least 1.5L of teat spray at each milking.

• wrap a paper towel around the barrel of the teat, then carefully
remove and examine the pattern. A patchy picture indicates poor
coverage of the teat, while a ‘solid’ block means teats have been
well covered.

Remember!

If dipping, rinse out the dip cup when the teat dip gets low - don’t just
top it up. This reduces the risk of milk or other organic material
accumulating in the dip cup. Clean it out immediately if dirt/manure
drops into the cup.

For more tips on reducing the risk of mastitis see the CellCheck
Farm Guidelines for Mastitis Control, particularly Guidelines 7,26
& Management Note I.



Lakeland Dairies do not in any circumstances accept responsibility for the accuracy of
any advertisement published and disclaim all and any liability for loss or damage of any
nature arising from the publication of any advertisement.

West Midlands Holstein Friesian Breeders Club Herds
Competition 2018 Awards Night

For more information on the MilkFlex
Loan Scheme please contact Finance

Ireland on 01 647 0255

Overall
Champion

Herd Winner.
Graeme Taylor (r)

with
Eamon Duignan,
Lakeland Dairies

2nd Place Best
Overall Herd –
Elite Section
Colm McGerr (r)

with
Adrian McKeague
Lakeland Dairies

3rd Place Best
Overall Herd –
Development
Small Section
David Heaslip (r)

with
Eamon Duignan
Lakeland Dairies

Highest
Production Cow

Winner
Shane Butler (r)

with
Adrian McKeague
Lakeland Dairies

PLEASE RETURN
Your Health Certificates
on Completion of your

Annual Herd Test
But

Not later than the
23rd NOVEMBER 2018


